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	Instructor: Miss Kosla
	E-mail: 

andreakosla@hartlandschools.us
	Phone:

810-626-2370

	Room: 227
	Website: 
You can access it by clicking on my name from the HHS homepage Staff listing.
	Assistance Available:

By appointment before or after school


Course Description: 
US History will focus on the evolution of US society and culture throughout the 20th and 21st centuries.  During each unit, students will study US civics, geography, economics, and history both in the US and globally.  All of the social studies components are studied in order to create responsible citizens.  The State of Michigan outlines Responsible Citizens as an individual who: 
· Uses knowledge of the past to construct meaningful understanding of our diverse cultural heritage and inform his/her civic judgments 

· Uses knowledge of spatial patterns on earth to understand processes that shape both the natural environments and the diverse societies that inhabit them 

· Uses knowledge of American government and politics to make decisions about governing his/her community 

· Uses knowledge of the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services to make personal, career and societal decisions about the use of scarce resources 

· Uses methods of social science investigation to answer questions about society 

· Knows how, when, and where to construct and express reasoned positions on public issues 

· Acts constructively to further the public good 

Course Themes:  Conflict and diversity in a democracy; fundamental American beliefs.
Course Goals:  During the year, students will:  

1. study the geography of the US and its place in the world
2. explore the movement of people to and throughout the US (immigration and migrants)
3. investigate how social, economic, and technological changes have molded US society and governmental policies

4. examine values, beliefs, ideas, and institutions that exist in US society (past and present)
5. use chronology of important historical events to explain and analyze causes and effects

6. tell the story of the US using important events, places and people from the past to support claims

7. analyze primary and secondary source documents to examine the past from a variety of view points
8. judge decisions from the past from two perspectives: 1) as an individual in history (as a person living in the US during a certain era); and 2) a contemporary point of view
9. take part in historical simulations where events are studied, acted out, and analyzed

10. partake in small-group and whole-class discussions that requires participation as active listeners and group-discussion leaders where appropriate questions and answers are given and assessed
11. study current events and their impact on US society

12. study various reading strategies
Suggested Materials:

· 1 subject spiral Notebook for this course ONLY
· Colored Pencils/Crayons
· Scissors
· Homework buddies –exchange phone numbers, email, or IM to check in if you are absent or have questions
Required Materials:

· Textbook:  American Odyssey  Students will be assigned a book that will be collected at the end of the year in the same condition in which it was given.  Book numbers must match. 
· writing utensil each day; writing utensils will NOT be given to students  

Assessments:

· Notebook/Learning Log

· Homework (may be done mostly in class with any work not completed to be done at home)
· tests and quizzes—must be made up before or after school within a 5 school days of the quiz
· small group and whole-class activities and discussions that include historically accurate supported responses 

· analytical/critical response paragraphs that require serious and thoughtful answers 

· projects (may be done mostly in class with any work not completed to be done at home)
Classroom Procedures and Policies:

· Each day upon entering the room, read the daily schedule and complete any Bellwork.  

· Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each hour. Students are required to be in the room and near assigned seats when the clock changes to start class.  Entering after the clock switches means that students will be tardy.
· All materials must be brought to class.  Students may return to lockers at teacher discretion, but will be earn a tardy.  

· Work is due upon entering the room.  
· If absent, write: ABSENT AND THE DATE of ABSENCE on the top of the paper.

· The school pass policy will be followed—see your handbook or the posting in the room.  YOU MUST HAVE A PLANNER TO LEAVE.
· The teacher dismisses the class, not the clock.  Students will remain in assigned seats until dismissed! 
· Incomplete work will not be accepted.
· Water and healthy food are permitted.  Please clean up after yourselves.
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( Late work will be accepted for 60% credit 


off of what was completed ONE week after it is collected.   

· Work turned in after one week will be counted for credit.  This means that you are able to earn extra 

credit—which is only applicable if ALL your assignments, projects, tests and quizzes are completed.  

(  Incomplete assignments will not be admissible.  

· Late work = anything turned in after it is due, even if it is during the same hour or day.   

· Late work can be turned in when completed.  If an assignment is over a week late, the assignment will only be counted for 1pt credit.

· Students will have two late homework passes per semester to be used at any time for assignments not exceeding 15 points.  The work must be completed to use these passes.  If the passes aren’t used and all assignments are in, they are worth 10 pts extra credit.  
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( It is YOUR responsibility to obtain YOUR absent work!  (
If you are absent, check the Absent Log, then talk to a classmate, finally see Miss Kosla.
If work was collected or assigned when you were absent, write the date of your absence and 

ABSENT on the top.  If you do not, then the work is late—see late work policy

· A daily Absent Log of the activities will be kept in a binder in the room.  
· The Absent Log lists what took place in class each day along with what was collected and/or assigned.  
(  Assignments will be placed in your courses accordion binder. If you are absent multiple days, please email me, and I will inform you of your missed work.  (
Extra Credit Policy:
· Students will have the opportunity to earn extra credit coupons that will be collected at the end of each marking period.   MAXIMUM POINTS PER SEMESTER = 60 

· Students may earn Extra Credit by completing various assignments TBD.

· Students MAY NOT turn in extra credit  if there are any missing assignments.

· I do not give out extra credit on an individual basis
.

Plagiarism Policy
· Plagiarism is s defined as “to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one’s own” (Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary).  

· Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course.  If you are caught plagiarizing, the work will be an automatic ZERO along with an additional consequences. 

· Some Examples of Plagiarism:  copying another students work, copying definitions or text from the textbook, copying and pasting ideas from a website, using another’s ideas without sighting EVEN IF YOU REWORD THEM (with the exception of common known facts or my lectures/notes—   I give you permission to copy them.), among others.  

· (THESE ARE ONLY A FEW EXAMPLES OF PLAGIARISM.)

I have read and understand the syllabus and classroom expectations.  
Student Signature_______________________________________________________________

I, the parent or guardian of_____________________________________ have read and understand the syllabus and classroom expectations.

· My student IS AUTHORIZED or IS NOT AUTHORIZED (circle one) to view movies (TBD) of G, PG or PG-13 ratings that enhance material acquisition, whether in full length or utilizing clips, and have been prescreened by the teacher.  Please contact the teacher periodically during the school year for movie titles and summaries.

· Some possible titles include, but are not limited to:  Peter Jennings series The Twentieth Century, Newsies, Cinderella Man, Remember the Titians, Forrest Gump (edited), History Channel episodes.
Parent/Guardian  Signature________________________________________Date____________
I have read and understand the syllabus and classroom expectations.  
Student Signature_______________________________________________________________

I, the parent or guardian of_____________________________________ have read and understand the syllabus and classroom expectations.

· My student IS AUTHORIZED or IS NOT AUTHORIZED (circle one) to view movies (TBD) of G, PG or PG-13 ratings that enhance material acquisition, whether in full length or utilizing clips, and have been prescreened by the teacher.  Please contact the teacher periodically during the school year for movie titles and summaries.

· Some possible titles include, but are not limited to:  Peter Jennings series The Twentieth Century, Newsies, Cinderella Man, Remember the Titians, Forrest Gump (edited), History Channel episodes.
Parent/Guardian  Signature________________________________________Date____________

I have read and understand the syllabus and classroom expectations.  
Student Signature_______________________________________________________________

I, the parent or guardian of_____________________________________ have read and understand the syllabus and classroom expectations.

· My student IS AUTHORIZED or IS NOT AUTHORIZED (circle one) to view movies (TBD) of G, PG or PG-13 ratings that enhance material acquisition, whether in full length or utilizing clips, and have been prescreened by the teacher.  Please contact the teacher periodically during the school year for movie titles and summaries.

· Some possible titles include, but are not limited to:  Peter Jennings series The Twentieth Century, Newsies, Cinderella Man, Remember the Titians, Forrest Gump (edited), History Channel episodes.
Parent/Guardian  Signature________________________________________Date____________
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