Book Analysis/Review Essay Guidelines

This essay should be ~ 700-900 words or 3-4 pages 12 point Arial font and double spaced.  

Paragraph 1:  Offer your overall impression of the book while mentioning the books title and main characters.

Paragraphs 2-4:  Summarize the plot of the book.  Be sure to answer the who, what, where, when, why, and how parts to the plot.  Think about literary techniques such as imagery, theme(s), foreshadowing, similes, metaphors, etc.  
Paragraph 5: Address how well the book represents the history (actual historical events).  Offer evidence for your opinion.  Be specific.  

Paragraph 6: Ending paragraph--your last opportunity to guide the reader.  Offer a clincher that tells the reader read the book or not.

A Guide to Critical Assessment of a Book
The following questions should help you in your critical evaluation of the book choice(s) for your extra credit essay.  You may need to reread certain sections of the book for clarity.  
BACKGROUND

· Who is the author of the book? Are they primary or secondary sources for the historical events?
· When was the book written?
· What was going on in society during the time the book was written?

· Is the book trying to convey anything about society/comment on society’s problems or issues?

STRUCTURE /LITERARY TECHNIQUES
· What imagery is utilized in the book?  Were there any pictures used to help create images?
· How is foreshadowing used by the author?

· What similes or metaphors are used to help you understand the book?

· What is the setting?  (location, time)

· Are there any quotes that you found memorable?  Why?

HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS
· What is the book’s point-of-view on the historical topic? Explain.
· Are there any aspects of theme which are left ambiguous at the end? Why?

· Are there any parts of history left out and/or made up?  What could be the motives of the author behind these deletions and/or additions?
· Was this book historically accurate?  Why or why not?

