Film Analysis/Review Essay Guidelines

This essay should be ~ 700-900 words or 3-4 pages 12 point Arial font and double spaced.  

Paragraph 1:  Offer your overall impression of the film while mentioning the movie's title, director, and key actors.

Paragraph 2:  Summarize the plot of the film.

Paragraph 3: How did the actors portray key character roles?  Did they fulfill your expectations given your knowledge of the original novel or play (if one exists)?

Paragraph 4:  Were any particular film techniques used in key scenes?  How did the film techniques and music enhance the setting and themes of the film?  You may need two paragraphs to explain this information.

Paragraph 5: Address how well the film represents the history (actual historical events).  Offer evidence for your opinion.  Be specific.  

Paragraph 6: Ending paragraph--your last opportunity to guide the reader.  Offer a clincher that tells the reader to attend the film or not.

A Guide to Critical Assessment of Film

The following questions should help you in your critical evaluation of the film choice(s) for your extra credit essay. Please keep in mind that sophisticated film requires more than one viewing to begin to appreciate its purpose beyond merely the plot. You will need to view your film(s) with this in mind. You should use some of these questions to complete a journal on your film while watching it the first or second time.
BACKGROUND

· Who is the writer of the film? Has the screenplay been adapted from another work?  Is the screenplay based of an event in history?

· Who is the director?

· When was the film made?

STRUCTURE / FORM OF THE FILM

· What does the title mean in relation to the film as a whole?

· Why does the film start in the way that it does?  How does the opening of the movie set the stage for the rest of the film?  Think about where it begins: in the present, past, or future.  
· What three or four sequences are most important in the film? Why?

· Is sound used in any vivid ways either to enhance the film? (i.e. Enhance drama, heighten tension, disorient the viewer, etc.)

· How does the film use color or light/dark to suggest tone and mood in different scenes?

· Are there any striking uses of perspective (seeing through a character's eyes, camera angle, etc.)?  How does this relate to the meaning of the scene?

· Does the film leave any disunities (loose ends) at the end? If so, what does it suggest?

· Why does the film conclude on this particular image?

THEME

· What is the film’s point-of-view on the historical topic? Explain.
· Are there any aspects of theme which are left ambiguous at the end? Why?

· Are there any parts of history left out and/or made up?  What could be the motives of the director behind these deletions and/or additions?
· Was this film historically accurate?  Why or why not?

Guidelines by M. Garbis and C. Adams,  Baltimore, 2001.

