Wilson’s Goal:  Provide a just and lasting peace.  Do this through the promotion of  self-determination: people governing themselves without outside influences

Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Pts

1. No secret alliances.

2. Freedom of the seas.

3. Reduce military weapons.

4. Remove trade restrictions and other barriers to economic development (i.e. tariffs, quotas).

5. Readjust colonial agreements.

6. Alsace and Lorraine returned to France.

7. Poland gained independence.

8. Belgium gained independence.

9. Russian gained territory back from Germany.

10. Italian borders to be re-drawn.

11. Independence for people of Austria-Hungary.

12. Serbians, Austrians gain independence and territory.

13. Turks should be allowed to set up their own government.

14. Establish the League of Nations.

Wilson’s “Fourteen Points” were not accepted by U.S. Senate or the Allied Powers – U.S. Senate did not approve U.S. involvement in League of Nations 

Treaty of Versailles
I. Different Allied Objectives

A. “Big Four” controlled the peace conference

B. David Lloyd George (Great Britain)

1. Wanted to expand Britain’s empire.

2. Preserve British naval and industrial supremacy
3. “Make Germany pay for the war”!

C. Georges Clemenceau – (France)

1. Sought to make France safe against future German invasion

2. Weaken Germans by imposing military limitations, financial payments and territorial losses.

D. Vittorio Orlando – (Italy)

1. Expand Italy’s territory in Europe

2. Expand Italy’s overseas empire

E. Woodrow Wilson – (United States)

1. Provide a just and lasting peace 
2. Create a better world by using the 14 Points

II. Major Provisions of the Treaty

A. Territorial Changes

1. Germany surrendered Alsace-Lorraine to France

2. German surrendered minor border areas to Denmark and Belgium

3. Germany surrendered parts of Poland and a seaport back to Poland
B. Colonial losses – Germany ceded all her colonies to the Allies, to be held as League of Nations mandates.

C. Disarmament

1. Germany army limited to 100, 000 volunteers

2. Rhineland (in Western Germany) – shut down

3. German navy reduced to a few ships

4. German subs, military aircraft and war industries prohibited

D. War Guilt and Reparations

1. Germany forced to accept sole responsibility for causing war

2. German forces to pay reparations for war damages ($30 Billion)
E. League of Nations – provide for this to be set up

Goal of Treaty of Versailles
Punish Germany
