Algebra 1A

Mrs. Bell

Room 306

Email: elainebell@hartlandschools.us
Phone: 810-626-2348

Website:  http://hartlandhighschool.us/teachers/belle
Suggested materials: 

1. One spiral notebook to keep notes and journal entries in.  We will be utilizing a variety of note-taking systems and comprehension strategies this year.  Notebooks will be collected periodically and points will be given for notes and journaling.

2. One folder with pockets for homework and tests/quizzes.  Homework and assessments will be kept to use as study tools throughout the semester.  If you prefer using a binder, that is fine also.

3. A graphing calculator is not necessary but may be useful to your student throughout the school year.  We are recommending that the TI-84 be purchased.  It will be used throughout the high school math coursework.  A class set of calculators will be used in the classroom.
4. The McDougal-Littell Algebra 1 textbook should be brought to class daily.  It will be used as a tool for notes, practice problems and homework.

5. A pencil, pen and notebook paper should also be brought to class daily, so that you may participate in the daily quizzes or activities.  

Purpose:  

This course is a traditional study of mathematics. The Algebra 1 content is organized around families of functions, with special emphasis on linear and quadratic functions. As you study each family of functions, you will learn to represent them in multiple ways- as verbal descriptions, equations, tables, and graphs. Lessons will also include Probability and Data Analysis as well as Geometry.  Real life situations will be visited and students will be expected to communicate solutions verbally and in written form.
Goals:  

· To further develop the logical thought processes needed to complete mathematical functions in everyday life.

· To develop the students’ ability to think in an abstract manner.

· To develop an orderly method of problem-solving in the student.

· To develop self-directed, organized, and responsible learners who will value doing quality work and who will strive for the understanding necessary for authentic learning.
Homework:

Homework should be expected on a daily basis, but will be randomly collected for points.  These assignments are learning tools for the student and a means of regular assessment for the teacher.  Daily homework quizzes will also be given to provide specific feedback to students, parents and the teacher, regarding the comprehension of specific Algebra concepts.  These quizzes will be entered into Zangle under the heading of Warmup quiz and will be graded on correctness.

HW Expectations:

1. Homework will contain the appropriate labeling (ex. Full name, date, hour in upper right hand corner and assignment title on top line)

2. You must write out the problem and show all steps in solving the problem or no credit will be given. It must be readable.

3. Late Homework for a chapter will be given ½ credit up until the chapter test is taken.  After the chapter test, late homework will be given no credit.
4. When you are absent, homework must be completed according to the student handbook policy.  Absences must be excused in order to make up work for full credit.  
TESTS:

Test problems will be produced from various areas.  Some problems will be taken directly from homework and quizzes.  Others will be created by the teacher.  A chapter test will be given at the end of each chapter.  All problems on any test or quiz that you missed should be corrected on a separate sheet of paper entitled “test corrections”.  Students will sometimes be given the opportunity to turn in test corrections for additional points on the tests or quizzes.

Unit tests will also be given as a common assessment of critical Algebra skills.  Concepts will be consistently reviewed and remediated to improve long term retention and comprehension of the key concepts. 

All quizzes and tests will be announced ahead of time, therefore all students are expected to take them if present that day.  When a student is absent, the length of time allowed to make up a homework assignment, quiz or test, will correspond to the policy in the student handbook.

GRADING:

Homework counts as 30% of your grade, and tests, quizzes, and projects will count as 70%.  Grades are cumulative for each marking period.  Marking periods will be averaged together with the final exam to make up the semester grade.
Grading Scale:

A      
93-100

A-    
90-92

B+    
87-89

B       
83-86

B-     
80-82

C+    
77-79

C      
73-76

C-     
70-72

D+     
67-69

D
63-66

D-
60-62

E
59 or below 

Special Note:

To be considered proficient in Algebra 1, students must receive a 70% or higher grade average for the semester.  Students with lower than a 70% average may be recommended to repeat the course.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions throughout the school year.  It is important for students to get help immediately if they do not understand an Algebra concept.  Math Lab will be available after school for tutoring in Algebra.  I will also be available for extra help on Wednesdays after school or by appointment.  I am looking forward to teaching you Algebra this year and getting to know you.  Please feel free to email me with any questions or concerns.  I believe that open communication is critical.  I will be updating my teacher website often, so you may use it as a tool to stay organized and follow the coursework as it is assigned.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Bell
Algebra 1 Behavior Expectations
Mrs. Bell

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. To treat everyone with respect and consideration.

2. To attend class regularly.

3. To bring materials to class.

4. To study and do your work.  (EFFORT = SUCCESS)

5. To learn and MASTER the required content.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:

1. Students will begin the warm-up assignment or quiz immediately when they enter the classroom.

2. Students will remain seated until the end of the period as determined by the teacher.

3. Students will raise their hand and wait for permission to speak.

4. No passes will be issued unless there is an emergency.

CONSEQUENCES:

1. Verbal warning

2. Teacher Detention

3. Separation from class 

4. Referral to office

SEVERITY CLAUSE:

In severe circumstances where the disruptive behavior is dangerous to others, verbally abusive, or extremely disruptive to the learning environment, etc., the lower levels of consequences will not apply and the student will be sent directly to the office without warning.

I have read and understand the above stated policies and procedures.

Student signature_________________________________________________

Parent signature_________________________________________________
PAGE  
1

