ALL of Mrs. Erickson’s Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes
Your Name: ___________________________________________________________  Class Hour: ________

Today’s Date (Date Assigned): ___________________________  Due Date: __________________________

While reading the following argumentative pieces, please think about how language is used as a persuasive tool and about the dynamic relationship of the speaker, the context of each piece, the audience, and the main points/arguments.

WRITING ASSIGNMENT: Choose ONLY ONE of the following argumentative pieces.  You have been given several pieces from two very different time periods and originating in and dealing with issues in two different countries.  In a two to three page, double-spaced, word-processed essay, please consider the author’s use of diction, syntax, imagery, and tone.  Explain how the persuaders marshal these devises to the service of their arguments (be sure to explain what the argument is).  Think about his/her particular audience and his/her specific contexts for creating the piece you choose to discuss.  You should not presume a general audience, as we might do for literature.

Finally, discuss whether or not you agree with the arguments and explain why or why not – defend your position through logic and reasoning.  Refute the arguments if you disagree, defend your own arguments, and challenge the mainstream ideals and beliefs.

There are only three letter grades possible for this assignment: A, C+, and D-.
A essays will only commit no more than 4 mistakes throughout the entire paper.

C+ essays will commit 5 to 8 mistakes throughout the entire paper.

D- essays will commit more than 8 mistakes throughout the entire paper.

Mistakes include: 
· any grammatical, mechanical, punctuation, or spelling errors, 
· undeveloped/incomplete points/arguments, 
· use of more than 8 to be verbs throughout the entire essay, 
· non subject-verb agreement, 

· use of could, should, and would,

· inconsistent verb conjugation when listing, and 

· ANY errors listed on the NO/KNOW list – the ones listed below are errors that continue to repeatedly appear in your writing.  You should pay particular attention to these for this essay, as committing these errors will also be considered counted mistakes.

NO using the word “that” unless it is absolutely necessary in order to complete the sentence.

NO using words without meaning: “bad,” “best,” “better,” “good”, “great,” “stuff,” “things,” “worse,” and “worst.” 

NO using a lot of short, weak verbs (those of four letters or less).  Be more specific and descriptive.

NO repeatedly using the same words close together, whether in the same sentence or in sentences close to one another.

NO ending sentences or independent clauses (a group of words that contains a subject and verb, expresses a complete thought, and can stand on its own) with prepositions (words that relates a noun or pronoun to another word in a sentence).
NO using the words “take,” “make,” “have,” and in your writing.  Weak writers commonly do not use them in terms of their accurate meaning, and, therefore, use them incorrectly, actually MEANING something entirely different (in the literal sense).
NO writing “the author” or “the writer” if you know his/her name.  If you know “the author” or “the writer’s” name, use it.

NO longer use the words “get,” “getting,” “got,” or “gotten” in your formal writing – without exception. 

NO using the second person (you, your, you’ve, etc.) in formal writing in order to describe – without exception.

KNOW how to make your subjects and verbs consistent in terms of plural and singular use.

KNOW the correct rules for using quotation marks, especially in terms of how commas and end marks are included.

KNOW how to correctly use PRONOUNS, particularly when it comes to using them in the plural form and with other names or nouns.

KNOW how to recognize the literal meaning of your writing.  Do all your references connect to the ideas you mean to explain?  

KNOW the correct use of “which,” and “that.”  A comma should be present in your sentence prior to “which.”  No comma is used before “that.”

KNOW that if an event or idea takes place within a certain time period, you should be using the word “during” that time period to make that fact clear.

KNOW to now replace “give” with provide.” 

KNOW the true, literal meaning of the words “when” and “where.”  Think about how you’re using them and if they truly belong in your sentences based on your accurate meaning.

KNOW what the intended tense of your paper is and stick to it.  Recognize and think about the tenses of the verbs you’re using.  They must maintain throughout your entire essay.

KNOW how to use as few TO BE Verbs (am, are, be, become, became, is, was, were) as possible, replacing them with stronger, more descript and specific verbs.  To be verbs rely on adjectives to give your sentences meaning.

KNOW how to identify when you have run-on sentences.  Don’t be afraid to use periods.  Shorten the length of your sentences.  You can elaborate on similar ideas by using new sentences – you don’t have to put all the information in one sentence.

KNOW that the pronoun “they” is used to refer to a plural subject.  “He” and “she” are used in reference to singular subjects.
KNOW that you should begin as few of your sentences with an article (a, an, the) as possible.  Strong writers begin most of their sentences with adjectives and adverbs.

KNOW that we write about the events in a piece of writing – as well as the writing itself – in the present tense.  If the piece of writing details events from an actual – real life – event, those can be described in past tense.  Otherwise, everything else is referred to in the present tense.

KNOW how to use correctly use apostrophes to show singular and plural possession.

KNOW that WRITERS DO NOT WRITE!!  You are REQUIRED to use RHETORICALLY ACCURATE VERBS to describe what writers do in their pieces of writing.

KNOW the difference between thesis and purpose – they are not the same.  Purpose describes the response the writer hopes to elicit from his/her audience as a result of conveying their ideas or beliefs (thesis).

KNOW that people are described with “who,” not “that.”
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