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Chapters Fourteen through Nineteen  of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart

Chapter Fourteen 
1.) In Part One of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, we 
     were introduced to an intact and functioning culture. It 
     may have had its faults, and accommodated deviants 

     such Okonkwo with some difficulty, but it still worked as 
     an organic whole. It is in Part Two that things begin to fall 
     apart.  Please be able to explain what events contribute 

     to the beginning of this.

2.) What is the significance of comparing Okonkwo to a fish 
     out of water? 
3.) How does Okonkwo's lack of understanding of the 
     importance of women reflect on him? 
4.) Please note the value placed on premarital chastity in the engagement ceremony.  In many African cultures 
     virginity is not an absolute requirement for marriage but it is highly desirable and normally greatly enhances 
     the value of the bride-price that may be paid.  Thus families are prone to assert a good deal of authority over 
     their unmarried daughters to prevent early love affairs.  

Chapter Fifteen 
5.) How does the story of the destruction of Abame summarize the experience of colonization? 
6.) Movie Indians call a train engine an "iron horse."  What does the term refer to here? 
7.) Please note how the Africans treat the white man's language as mere noise.  How is this idea mirrored in the story?

8.) What sorts of stories had Okonkwo heard about white men before?  How are these previous stories significant?  

9.) In the final exchange with Okonkwo, Obierika is good-naturedly refusing to accept Okonkwo's thanks by 
     joking with him.  Why?

10.) Please note in this chapter that although the people of Abame act rashly, they have a good deal of insight 
       into the significance of the arrival of the whites.  
Chapter Sixteen 

11.) The British followed a policy in their colonizing efforts of designating local "leaders" to administer the lower levels of their empire.  In Africa these were known as "warrant chiefs."  But the men they chose were often not the real leaders, and the British often assumed the existence of a centralized chieftainship where none existed.  How, then, did the new power structures mesh with the old?  Please explain your answer using specific examples from the text.  

12.) Please explain the relation of the designated contact man, appointed by the missionaries, with his people.  What effect does this have on the missionaries’ objective?  

13.) Why do you think Nwoye has become a Christian?  Why does the new religion appeal to Nwoye?  

14.) Explain how Achebe illustrates the missionaries’ ability to speak proper Ibo.

15.) What is the first act of the missionaries which evokes a positive response in some of the Ibo?  

16.) Achebe focuses on the doctrine of the Trinity, the notoriously least logical and most paradoxical basic belief in Christianity.  How does this belief undermine the missionaries' attempts to discredit the traditional religion?  

17.) Please look closely at the reason for Nwoye’s conversion: “It was not the mad logic of the Trinity that captivated him.  He did not understand it.  It was the poetry of the new religion, something felt in the marrow.  The hymn about brothers who sat in darkness and in fear seemed to answer a vague and persistent question that haunted his young soul - the question of the twins crying in the bush and the question of Ikemefuna who was killed.” To what degree does Achebe present the collapse of Igbo society as the result of colonial manipulation, as opposed to its own internal conflicts and stresses?

Chapter Seventeen 

18.) What mutual misunderstandings are evident in this chapter between the missionaries and the people of the village?

19.) How does the granting to the missionaries of a plot in the Evil Forest backfire? 

20.) What does the metaphor in the next to the last sentence of the chapter mean? 

Chapter Eighteen 

21.) The outcaste osu are introduced in this chapter.  Their plight was indeed a difficult one.  Why do you suppose Achebe has not mentioned them earlier?  Why do you suppose they are among the first to convert to a faith that challenges their people’s traditional beliefs?

22.) The church continues to absorb the unwanted of the society.  The osu come to church, and create a stir among the congregation.  Mr. Kiaga, the missionary, stands firm that these people in particular need the new faith.  Contrast his firmness to Okonkwo’s.

23.) Is this a sympathetic portrayal of Christianity by Achebe in this chapter?  If so, why would Achebe offer such a sympathetic portrayal?

Chapter Nineteen 

24.) Note how traditional Umuofian custom can welcome back an erring member once he has paid for his crime.  How might Okonkwo be treated in most other cultures?  Why, do you think, the Ibo culture differs in this respect?  Why is this an important theme of the story? 

25.) What does the final speaker say is the main threat posed by Christianity?

