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Chapters Twenty through Twenty-five  of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart

CHAPTER TWENTY: Social instability and the threat of violence have arrived in full force, and armed resistance is impossible. The old religion is threatened; with humiliation, the Igbo are forced to bow down to white authority. 

26.) What has changed for Enzima since her night with the Oracle?
27.) Okonkwo hopes to return to his fatherland with joy and celebration.  How is he disappointed?

28.) Who now dispenses justice to the Igbo?  

29.) How has punishment for the crime of manslaughter changed? 
30.) White laws are not superior or more humane than the laws of Umuofia, yet the whites insist that Igbo laws 
       are inferior.  How does the building of white courthouse rob Umuofia of its self-determination?

31.) What are the religion and new government doing to the harmony of Igbo life?

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE:

32.) How does Mr. Brown's approach to conversion impact the early church in Umuofia and the clan? 

33.) How do the benefits of British imperialism help mask the long-term damage being done to the Igbo people?

34.) Money from the trade center, the promise of position and wages from the DC, the possibility of an education 
       from Mr. Brown’s church: these are all substantial benefits.  But the clan also is losing something.  What? 
35.) Even the education at the church comes with risk.  Of what?

36.) Upon what is Okonkwo's grief based?  What does he understand is happening with the arrival of the white man?

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO:

37.) Under Mr. Smith, reason and compromise become impossible.  Enoch's act is offensive in all senses.  What 

       is Enoch trying to start? 
38.) How does Enoch feel about Mr. Smith’s decision to hide Enoch in the parsonage?  Why does Enoch feel 

       this way?

39.) How does the clan’s attempt at compromise with the new religion and new government work out?  Why is 

       this the outcome?

40.) How does the white man feel about and treat Igbo ways?  

41.) How would you characterize the new religion?  Why?  To whom does this new religion appeal?  Why?

42.) How do the people of Umuofia feel? 
43.) When the Mother of Spirits roams the villages, weeping for her son's death, what does it actually seem as if 
       she is weeping for?

44.) The people of Umuofia are being destroyed.  Yet again, what does the response of the clan feel like?   

       Why?  In spite of the grave offense that has been committed, they don’t do what, but decide to do what instead?
Chapter Twenty-Three 
45.) What does the District Commissioner say is the motive of the British in colonizing the Africans? 
Chapter Twenty-Four 
46.) Once again Okonkwo uses his machete rashly, bringing disaster on his head.  How else, though, could this 

       act be viewed?  What do you think of his act? 
Chapter Twenty-Five 
47.) Why do you think Okonkwo kills himself?  What is your reaction to the final paragraph of the book?

48.) Why do you think Achebe chooses to bring in the European colonial presence only in the last third of the novel? 

49.) Okonkwo says that they should fight the white men and "‘drive them from the land.’"  Obierika responds 
       sadly, "‘It is already too late.’"  Why?  How has the white man been "‘very clever,’" according to Obierika?  
       In what ways might Obierika be considered a transitional figure between the old and the new Igbo societies? 

50.) Why do many in Umuofia feel differently from Okonkwo about the white man’s "new dispensation"?  In what 
       ways do "religion and education" go "hand in hand" in strengthening the "white man’s medicine"? 

