ALL of Mrs. Erickson’s Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes
Your Name: _________________________________________________________________  Class Hour: ________

Today’s Date (Date Assigned): ________________________________ Due Date: ____________________________ 

The Rhetoric of Communication in Our Society:

A Personal Position Statement, containing all three Aristotelian Appeals, about

Your Feelings on the Need for Education

 

As citizens in a democratic society (government of the people, by the people, for the people), we exist/live/work/communicate in a “marketplace of ideas.”  Individual people have their own ways of thinking about the world, their own values and opinions, and their own reasons behind those values and opinions.  Citizens in a democracy must be able to communicate with each other and work together to reach compromises and address society’s problems.  The Bill of Rights exists so that “the majority” does not itself function as a tyrant, controlling everybody’s behavior for no justifiable reason (no demonstrable harm).

 

In addition to being a society made up of individuals, we are also composed of many different cultures, and we always have been.  One of our challenges is learning how to work together on society’s problems rather than trying to force everyone else to be like our own particular group.  This is a challenge that every “first-world” country currently faces.  We are a species that has invented, and continues to develop, technological means of wiping every living thing off the entire planet.  And we seem to truly enjoy violence, dominance games, one-upsmanship.  We need to learn how to work and play together.

 

This, however, does not mean that you should bury your opinion or change your mind just for the sake of harmony. If that were to happen, the ideas and opinions that would win out in the marketplace would not be the best ones, but merely the ideas of people with the most stubborn wills and the loudest voices (might vs. right).  Ideally, in the marketplace of ideas, among the clamor of many voices, the wise ideas will rise to the top, over time.  But only if the wise can get a word in edgewise, and only if the wise know how to communicate their ideas and opinions effectively.  (This is not to say that there is only one “wise” opinion on a given issue.)

 

Therefore, the question for you - who is being educated to be, we hope, a wise leader in your community - is how to communicate and take part in the marketplace of ideas effectively.  

How important is education to the development of effective leadership in tomorrow’s America?  How important is cultural awareness to the development of leadership skills?  How do you value education and how does that play into the contribution you plan to make to your global community?

Think about the place you are about the hold in society and in what ways your role will be meaningful.  Again, it’s not a matter of changing your opinions or values or beliefs, but rather how to think them through and then express them effectively, so that your ideas will be taken seriously—so that they will receive a thoughtful audience.
For this assignment, you should assume you are supporting your position against a challenging ideal.
 

Points to keep-in-mind for effective rhetoric in creating each of the three Aristotelian Appeals:
 

You will always have three types of people in your audience: those who already agree with you, those who aren’t sure what they think, and those who already disagree with you.  Communicate with all of them in mind.

 

Use Aristotelian appeals to help you communicate effectively, but do not use them to manipulate your audience.  They won’t fall for it, not for long.

 

Whenever you discuss issues our society faces (in this case, the value of education) you are talking about things that actually affect people’s lives.  Keep that in mind at all times.  If you communicate out of a desire to judge and criticize rather than out of compassion and hope for a better future, you should expect no patience or respect for your opinion. 

 

No one group owns the conversation about morality.  Most sides of an issue involve morals and ethics in some way.  When you find yourself feeling morally superior, ask yourself what the moral angle is for the other side.  There is at least one.  The object of this exercise is not to change your mind, but to correct your self-righteousness.

 

People who disagree with you are not idiots, nor are they immoral or unpatriotic.  People on all sides of an issue want what’s best—they just disagree about what that is.  Mature adults can disagree.

 

No name-calling.  Labeling something as a “liberal agenda” or “conservative whatever” represents a desire to stereotype—in other words, to avoid solid thinking and avoid a sincere attempt to communicate.  Instead, it functions as a brick or bat you’ve thrown just to get a conflict started.  How can that contribute to effective communication?

 

The problems facing our society are multi-faceted, complex.  If they were simple and easy, they would be solved by now.  There are multiple causes, multiple factors, and again, they actually affect people’s lives in multiple and important ways.

 

You’d be surprised how many people vigorously support an opinion they’ve never bothered to think through.  This is no good.  Whatever your opinion is, if you want to take part in the conversation about it, you must think it through, critically and deeply.  My job as your teacher is to challenge weak thinking and non-thinking.  This does not mean I’m trying to tell you what to think; I’m trying to prod you to think.

 

A person’s personal beliefs are important, deeply felt, and individual.  They are not subject to majority rule.  Recognize that we have never and will never agree on most subjective issues, not even among specific groups (and we don’t have to.  That’s one of the brilliant things about this country).  When you write about your own belief, say, “I believe that. . .” and “I have been taught that. . .” rather than using some totalizing, imperialistic tone of voice.  Your belief is important and deserves respect, but you cannot ask anyone to respect your right to your own belief if you’re not willing to respect their right to theirs, and to respect that everyone takes their own belief as seriously as you take yours. 

 

Do not use ANY of your personal beliefs (including religious) as an excuse not to think (intellectual laziness).  Do not use it as a brick or bat to create conflict (egotistical combativeness).

 

And finally, remember why we spend all this time in school thinking, analyzing, critiquing, evaluating, pointing out problems and illogicalities.  We do not do it just to be negative or cynical or feel superior.  We do it out of a genuine desire to see things change for the better.  Out of a sincere desire to raise awareness in our fellow human beings.  Because we care about the future of mankind and our environment.  I hope.
	The Types of Evidence

	 

	Rational Appeals 

 

·
 

facts

 

·
 

case studies

 

·
 

statistics

 

·
 

experiments

 

·
 

logical reasoning

 

·
 

analogies

 

·
 

anecdotes

			 

	Emotional Appeals 

 

·
 

the higher emotions 

 

 

 

1. altruism

 

 

 

2. love

 

 

 

 

·
 

the base emotions:

 

 

 

1. greed

 

 

 

2. lust

 

 

 

3. ...
			 

	Ethical Appeals 

 

·
 

trustworthiness

 

·
 

credibility

 

 

 

1. expert testimony

 

 

 

2. reliable sources

 

 

 

3. fairness

	

	


 

