Mrs. Erickson’s Second, Fifth, and Sixth Hour Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes
Your Name: ________________________________________________________  Class Hour: ________  
Today’s Date (Date Reading Assigned): _________________  Due Date of Reading: _________________

Please read each of the following questions carefully, so as to take them into careful consideration while reading Martin Gansberg’s news article “38 Who Saw Murder and Didn’t Call the Police.”  Please be prepared to thoughtfully discuss each of these ideas in class.  Be sure to take into account EVERYTHING you know about Gansberg’s article and the event itself. 

· Please identify the point-of-view of the writing.  How is the use of such voice effective, or ineffective, for this piece?  Does this point-of-view remain consistent throughout the piece?  Please explain the relation, as you see it, between this point-of-view and the author’s apparent attitude toward his subject matter.

· What is the thesis of this article?  What is the theme of this article?  What is the purpose of this article?
· Who, do you feel, is the primary audience for this article?
· Please explain any irony you see in this article.

· What possible reasons do you see for the predominant use of short paragraphs?  Does this selection lose any effectiveness because of the short paragraphs?  Why or why not?

· Undoubtedly, the author selected with care the few quotations from witnesses that he used.  What principle or principles do you think applied to his selection?

· Please explain why you think the quotation from the “solemn police detective” was, or was not, deliberately and carefully chosen to conclude the piece.

· Does the author permit himself any sentimentality?  If so, where, and why do you think he uses this?  If not, specifically what might he have included that would have slipped into melodrama or sentimentality?


