Friday, October 01st, 2010 in ALL of Mrs. Erickson’s Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes
Your Name: ____________________________________________________  Class Hour: ________

Knowing the Audience and Moving from Topic, to Thesis, then Theme, to (finally!) PURPOSE

Before choosing and narrowing a topic to write about, writers must consider WHY they are writing (what they hope to accomplish) and WHO will read what they write.  An author’s writing PURPOSE and AUDIENCE often dictate the types of TOPICS available and how those topics should be approached.  Oftentimes, the wording of a piece offers clues as to the reasons for writing a particular piece and the audience the writer is attempting to address.

How Audience Affects Topics

Writers must be careful their topic is not too narrow for their audience.  Writers do not want readers to say, "Well, so what? I couldn't care less."  One the most important roles a topic plays is impacting an audience.  If a piece becomes too narrowed and focused, a topic can become too academic or boring.
Having a clear idea of the audience to whom a piece is addressed helps the reader determine an appropriate approach to the topic and how to present it.  For example, an essay or article about how state policy affects world language study in grades K-12 in Michigan could have many different audiences.  The audience could be teachers, administrators, students, or parents.  All of these audiences care about the topic since they are all affected by it.  However, for each of them different information may be needed and the writer’s choice of diction may differ slightly for this topic.  Knowing the audience requires the writer to adapt and limit the topic so presented information is appropriate to a specific group of interested readers.
1.) What are the topics/subjects of the Jonathan Kozol novel? _______________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________

2.) Based on what you have read, so far, in Jonathan Kozol’s novel, who do you think/feel/believe is 
     his target audience?



_______________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________

3.) Please use no less than two specific examples from the text to explain and support you above 

     answer.


___________________________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________
     ______________________________________________________________________________
4.) Based on what you have read, so far, in Jonathan Kozol’s novel, what do you think/feel/believe is 
     his thesis/main argument?  Please construct this statement in your own words.










______________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________

Purpose and Thesis

Writers choose from a variety of purposes for writing.  They may write to express their thoughts in a personal letter, to explain concepts, to explore ideas, or to argue a point.

Once they have their purpose in mind (and an audience for whom they are writing), writers should clearly formulate their thesis.  The thesis, claim, or main idea of an essay is related to the purpose.  It fulfills the purpose states the exact point of the essay.

For example, if a writer wants to argue that high schools should strengthen foreign language training, her thesis sentence might be as follows: "Because Americans are so culturally isolated, we need a national policy that supports increased foreign language instruction in elementary and secondary schools."
How Thesis is Related to Purpose

The following examples illustrate how subject, purpose and thesis are related.  The subject is the most general statement of the topic.  The purpose narrows the focus by indicating whether the writer wishes to express or explore ideas or actually explain or argue about the topic.  The thesis sentence, claim, or main idea narrows the focus even farther.  It focuses the topic for the writer and the reader.
	Subject
	Purpose
	Thesis, Claim, or Main Idea

	Childhood experiences
	To express feelings and explain how one childhood experience was formative.
	The relentless competition between me and my sisters distorted my easygoing personality.

	Heart disease
	To inform readers about the relationships between Type A personalities and heart attacks.
	Type A personalities do not necessarily have an abnormally high risk of suffering heart attacks.

	The death penalty
	To persuade readers that the death penalty should be used.
	Despite our belief that killing is wrong, a state-administered death penalty is fair, just, and humane.


How Purpose Affects Topics

The writer’s purpose helps to narrow the topic, since it demands particular approaches to a general subject.  For example, in writing about how state policy affects foreign language study in grades K-12 in Michigan, a writer could have several different purposes.  The writer may need to explain how the Michigan law came about; that is, what influenced it and who was responsible.  Or perhaps the law's effects would need to be explained, how curriculum will be altered, etc.  Another purpose might be to evaluate the law and to propose changes.  Whatever purpose the writer decides to adopt will determine the questions that give direction to the topic, and will suggest the type of information needed in order to address those questions. 
A Definition of Purpose

Purpose is the reason for writing – What is the “physical” response desired from the audience.  Purpose is NOT thesis, nor is it the thesis restated.
You may write a grocery list in order to remember what you need to buy.  You may write a laboratory report in order to carefully describe a chemistry experiment.  You may write an argumentative essay in order to persuade someone to change the parking rules on campus.  You may write a letter to a friend to express your excitement about her new job. 

Notice that selecting the form for writing (list, report, essay, letter) is one of the choices that helps a writer achieve their purpose.  Writers also have choices about style, organization, and kinds of evidence that help you achieve purpose. 

Focusing on purpose as one begins writing helps the writer know what form to choose, how to focus and organize their writing, what kinds of evidence to cite, how formal or informal the style should be, and how much to write. 
Types of Purpose

When communicating with others, people are usually guided by some purpose, goal, or aim.  Writers may want to express their feelings.  They may want simply to explore an idea or perhaps entertain or amuse listeners or readers.  They may wish to inform people or explain an idea.  They may wish to argue for or against an idea in order to persuade others to believe or act in a certain way.  They make special kinds of arguments when evaluating or problem solving.  Finally, they may wish to mediate or negotiate a solution in a tense or difficult situation. 

Remember, however, that often writers combine purposes in a single piece of writing.  Thus, they may begin by informing readers of the facts before they try to persuade them to take a certain course of action. 
Purposes and Strategies

The purpose is the aim or goal of the writer or the written product.

The strategy is the means of achieving that purpose.
For example, the purpose may be to explain something, but the writer may use definitions, examples, descriptions, and analysis in order to make the explanation clearer.  A variety of strategies are available for writers to help them find ways to achieve their purpose(s). 
	
  Definition

	
  Illustration and Example


	
  Classification

	
  Comparison and Contrast


	
  Analysis

	
  Description


	
  Process Analysis

	
  Narration


	
  Cause/Effect Analysis

	 


How Audience and Focus Affect Purpose

All readers have expectations.  They assume what they read will meet their expectations.  A writer’s job is to make sure those expectations are met, while at the same time, fulfilling the purpose of the writing.

Once a writer has determined what type of purpose best conveys their motivations, they then need to examine how this will affect their readers.  If a writer is not effectively achieving their purpose, it may be because they are explaining the topic when they really should be convincing readers to see their point.  Writers and readers may approach a topic with conflicting purposes.  Your job, as a analytical reader, is to determine if both are being met. 
5.) Based on what you have read, so far, in Jonathan Kozol’s novel, what do you think/feel/believe are

     his purposes for this novel?  What are the physical responses he desires from his audience?

     ______________________________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________

