Monday, January 31st, 2011 in Mrs. Erickson’s Third and Fourth Hour “Answer the Prompt” English Language and Composition Classes
Your Name: ___________________________________________________________  Class Hour: ________

On Tuesday, February 15th, you will randomly be given one of the below prompts to write about in class (you will NOT be permitted to select your prompt or trade your prompt with another student).  

You will have ONLY that class period to construct a well-developed, thoughtful essay on the topic.  

You will NOT be permitted to use notes during the activity.  

You will be scored, based on the below listed criteria and the criteria detailed in the “No / Know” List at the beginning of the school year.  

Please bring a blue or black ink pen to class on Tuesday, February 15th.
HOW WILL YOUR ESSAY BE SCORED?

· Your essay should thoroughly address all the tasks of the prompt in well-organized response.  
· You should present an impressive control of language and be able to control a wide range of elements.

· Your writing should demonstrate stylistic sophistication and control over the elements of effective writing. 
· You should present thoroughly developed, intelligent ideas; sound and logical organization; strong evidence; and articulate diction. 

· You should demonstrate the ability to construct a compelling argument, observing any underlying assumptions and discussing many sides of the issues with appropriate evidence. 

1.) Contemporary life is often marked by controversy.  Please choose a controversial local, national, or global issue with 
     which you are familiar.  Then, using appropriate evidence, please write an essay that carefully considers the opposing 
    positions on this controversy and proposes a solution or compromise.

2.) In many national elections, only a fraction of eligible voters actually casts ballots.  For local elections, the voter turnout 
     is often even smaller.  To prevent this state of affairs, some countries, such as Australia, make voting compulsory for 
     all adults.  In a well-written essay that draws upon your reading, experience, or observations for support, please take a 
     position on the issue of compulsory voting.

3.) Michael Ignatieff, Professor of the Practice of Human Rights Policy at Harvard University, made the following 
     observation:



To belong is to understand the tacit codes of the people you live with.




~ Blood and Belonging
     Please consider how unspoken rules help to define group identity.  Then write a carefully reasoned essay that 
     examines the relationship between unspoken rules and belonging.  Please use specific examples to develop your 
     position.

4.) From talk radio to television shows, from popular magazines to Web blogs, ordinary citizens, political figures, and 
     entertainers express their opinions on a wide range of topics.  Are these opinions worthwhile?  Does the expression of 
     such opinions foster democratic values?

     Please write an essay in which you take a position on the value of such public statements of opinion, supporting your 
     view with appropriate evidence.

5.) In “The Singer Solution to World Poverty,” an article that appeared in The New York Times Magazine, Peter Singer, a 
     professor of bioethics, calls attention to the urgent need for food and medicine in many parts of the world.  Singer 
     argues that prosperous people should donate to overseas aid organizations such as UNICEF or Oxfam America all 
     money not needed for the basic requirements of life.  “The formula is simple: whatever you’re spending on luxuries, not 
     necessities, should be given away.”
     Please write an essay in which you evaluate the pros and cons of Singer’s argument.  Please use appropriate 
     evidence as you examine each side, and indicate which position you find more persuasive.
6.) In his 1998 book Life the Movie: How Entertainment Conquered Reality, Neal Gabler wrote the following:
One does not necessarily have to cluck in disapproval to admit that entertainment is all the things its detractors say it is: fun, effortless, sensational, mindless, formulaic, predictable and subversive.  In fact, one might argue that those are the very reasons so many people love it.

At the same time, it is not hard to see why cultural aristocrats in the nineteenth century and intellectuals in the twentieth hated entertainment and why they predicted, as one typical nineteenth century critic railed, that its eventual effect would be “to overturn all morality, to poison the springs of domestic happiness, to dissolve the ties of our social order, and to involve our country in ruin.”

     Please write a thoughtful and carefully constructed essay in which you use specific evidence to defend, challenge, or 
     qualify the assertion that entertainment has the capacity to “ruin” society.

[image: image1.png]



