Miss Czapski’s 4th & 6th Hour Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes
Name: ____________________________________________  Hour: ________  Date: _______________________

Carefully read each of the following questions, so as to be able to consider each while reading your selection.  After reading your group’s selection, discuss each of the following questions with your group, deciding on a final answer for each.  Be prepared to share your answers with the class during your assigned Socratic Seminar.  

Title of assigned Essay: _________________________________________________________________________

Author of Piece: _____________________________________________________________________
FIRST, PLEASE READ about Questioning the Text:


Posing key questions about a text and then answering them to the best of your ability is a helpful means of understanding and explaining more clearly an essay’s substance and structure.  Certain basic questions are significant for nearly any text you confront, and answering them can be a powerful means of enhancing your comprehension.  As you read your text, such questions help you spot the salient issues that lie within most essays, regardless of their form or length.  It is a good habit to have these questions in mind as you read, and be able to respond to them once you’ve thought through your reading.   

1. What is the thesis or main point of the text?  How does the author support his/her thesis?
2. What methods does the author use to support these points, for instance, illustration, example, citing authorities, citing studies and/or statistics, description, personal experience, or history?  Please give specific examples of the method(s) used from the text.

3. Does the author use any special terms or expressions that need to be clarified to understand this essay?  This can include jargon specific to a certain field, or an abstract term that holds many different meanings in many different contexts to many different groups.  Please identify and explain these terms.

4. What is the level of discourse of this essay?  I.E.: what is the audience’s level of educational attainment the author presumes?

5. What is the purpose of this essay?  Is the author presenting a value position, and, if so, is he/she either directly or indirectly presenting his/her moral framework on an issue, or is he/she summarizing or describing an issue?  Or, is the purpose of this essay to entertain?

6. Finally, what is your opinion of this essay?  Did you find it enjoyable, boring, biased, short-sighted, colorfully descriptive, lacking adequate detail, etc.?  Please explain your answer.  Cite specific examples from the text to support your review. 
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Be prepared to discuss the specific language, structure, organization, and length choices of the author.  How did these contribute to the tone and purpose of the essay?
