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How to Answer the “Defend, Challenge, or Qualify” A.P. Free Response Question

One of the three essay questions asked on the A.P. English Language and Composition Essay Examination is always some form of DEFEND, CHALLENGE, OR QUALIFY question.  With this type of question you need to persuasively agree, disagree, or qualify a stated quotation through a well-reasoned presentation of evidence developed from observation, experience, or reading.  These papers should display careful thought and detailed development of evidence.  This type of question needs to display your ability to write a sound argument with persuasive force.

 

Interpreting the Meaning of the Assertion:  The first step 
in an agree or disagree question is to ______________________ and ________________________ define the 
assertion (_______________________________________).  You should brainstorm long enough to make sure 
your ______________________________ of the assertion is ________________ and ______________ before 
you __________________  ________________________.  

 

State the meaning of the assertion in your own words: What is your initial _____________________ on the 
issue?  Be aware of any ___________________________ attitudes, sentiments, or stereotypes you may have.  

Be aware that most of the time this meaning will be __________________ and cannot be explained in _______  

____________  __________________.  A misinterpretation or omission in the beginning will ____________ you 
to ______________________.  

 

Specific and Accurate Evidence: Before any writing can take place, the writer must gather evidence to explore the validity of the assertion.   Evidence used to support the "Agree or Disagree Question" should:

~ be ________________________ and ________________________ - named and factually correctly,  
~ avoid using _____________ and other more ________________ aspects of _______________ as evidence,  
~ reflect a well-_________________, widely-________,  _____________ individual's _____________________ 

   reaction,
~ be ______________,  ________________,  ________________,  ________________,  ________________, 
   and _____________________________________ (USAARR), and  
~ avoid ________________ that __________________ will ________.  (To avoid this, reject first thoughts and 
   keep digging until you find things that are not so easy to grasp at first.)

Organizing the Essay:
1.)  Begin by writing a meaningful opening sentence or two which makes a personal observation about the focus 
     of the question that reveals your thinking.   Don't write flowery, general ______________________.  Get right 
     to the ____________.  Use the first sentence or two to begin to ______________ the ________________ of 
     the ________________________________.    __________________ to something here that will be finished 
     in the ____________________.  End with the thesis you wrote while brainstorming. (Note: Weak openings are 
     forgiven ONLY if the paper ends strongly.  If running out of time, skip part of the body to make your conclusion.) 

 

2.)  Agree or disagree with an assertion naturally by explaining your stance.  Avoid saying things like 
     “________________________________________________________________.”  Instead state your belief:  
     "Change can be big or small, personal or public, but if a person is not confident enough or is worried about 
     what others think, changes will never happen." 

 

3.)  Rather than force the same five paragraph model into every passage, simply write naturally, 
     developing your stance on the topic in question.   Organization can take the following paths: 

 

~ If the question requires an agree or disagree stance, be sure to demonstrate an 
   ______________________________ of _____________________________ by acknowledging ___________  

   ___________ of the ________________.  This is usually done by constructing a ______________ paragraph 
   immediately after the ______________________________ and the remainder of the essay becomes different 
   paragraphs, which ____________________ or ____________________ your _________________________ 
   or ________________________________ with the assertion. 

 

~ If the question requires a defend, challenge, or qualify stance on a __________________ or 
   ________________________________ assertion, be sure to address all the _______________ raised by the 
   assertion.  Your evidence should be ________________________  __________ examples that support the 
   __________ you make in your __________  ________________.  If you can find examples in two 
   __________________ areas or more (from your personal experience, observations, and reading) that make 
   the ________ conclusion, your claim will be more __________.  Each paragraph should then end with an 
   ____________________________ of the ______________  ____________________ that can be reached 
   after examining differing types of evidence. 

 

4.) State your thesis in the form of a conclusion resulting from the evidence previously examined.  ______  ____  

     ________  ____________  _________ established in the introduction by making a conclusion about how the 
     assertion just explored applies to the overall ___________________  ______________________________.

 

Final Summarizing and Important Thoughts:
· Make sure you take a paragraph to clearly summarize what the assertion is saying into your own words.
· Use a variety of evidence—try to include at least three different examples with at least one of them being a novel of literary merit. (This will give you at least a six paragraph essay form)
· In your introduction, you must clearly state if you agree or disagree.
· Use examples that support your thesis.  Don’t claim you disagree and then give examples that prove the assertion is true.
· Consider the assertion carefully; it is very hard to score above a 5 if you misread the prompt.
· Fully explain your examples—figure about a paragraph for each specific example.
· At some point make a connection between the prompt and real life experience.
· If you know the author’s name make sure you state it.
· Underline the title of novels.
· Try to find evidence that is unique rather than using examples that everybody will cite.
Additional Notes:
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