Friday, December 03rd, 2010 in ALL of Mrs. Erickson’s Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes

Your Name: ____________________________________________________  Class Hour: ________

Wisely Summarizing and Critically Analyzing Jonathan Kozol

Knowing how to summarize something you have read, seen, or heard is a valuable skill, one you have probably used in many writing assignments.  It is important, though, to recognize when you must go beyond describing, explaining, and restating texts and offer a more complex analysis.  This exercise will begin to help you distinguish between summary and analysis and avoid inappropriate summary in your critical academic writing.

DIRECTIONS: Please use complete and thoughtful sentences to “answer” each of the following “questions.”

1.) Please state something that would be obvious to a reader of this novel. _____________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________________________________
2.) Please briefly provide the plot of Kozol’s main point in chronological order, or in the exact same order Kozol used.
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________________
3.) Very simply describe what happens, where the major events happen, and to whom the major events happen.
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________________
4.) Please complete each of the following statements in relation to your Kozol novel:
(A) This novel is about ___________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
(B) This novel is the story of ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
(C) Jonathan Kozol writes about ____________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
(D) This novel is set in ___________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

5.) Please construct one original argument about the text.  Make a point about the text that is in your own words.
     ________________________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________________________

6.) Please support your above point, detailing evidence from the text.  Your evidence should be arranged in 

     an order that best supports your argument; it should not just follow Kozol’s ‘plot’ order.

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

7.) Please explain why or how a specific aspect of the text is significant. ____________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

8.) Please identify evidence from the text that supports or illustrates the main point of Kozol’s novel as well 
     as anything that seems to contradict it.





        ____________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

9.) Please consider the relationship between the anecdotes and the statistics in Kozol’s novel.  Are they well 
     integrated, or are they sometimes at odds with one another?  What functions do each serve?  To capture 
     attention?  To provide more detailed information or illustration?  To appeal to readers' emotions?
     Please decide whether the sources used are trustworthy.  Please construct your thoughts about this in 

     writing.



____________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________

10.) Please identify the novel's underlying assumptions about the subject, as well as any biases it reveals.
 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

*All of the above should have come from your own ideas and arguments.  Your arguments should not be Kozol’s, because they should not be about the content, but about Kozol’s effective or ineffective choices.
11.) Please explain, in detail, how what you wrote for numbers one through four differ from what you wrote for 

       numbers five through ten.




        _________________________________________________________________

       _____________________________________________________________________________________

       _____________________________________________________________________________________

