Friday, October 15th, 2010 in ALL of Mrs. Erickson’s Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes
Your Name: __________________________________________________  Class Hour: __________ 

DISCUSSION for Plato’s The Allegory of the Cave
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1.) What is an allegory?
2.) How does Plato use the allegory of the cave to define truth?

3.) Judging by this passage, why do you think many people in the 
     democracy of Athens might have been antagonistic to Plato's ideas? 

4.) What does the sun symbolize in the allegory?

5.) If a prisoner is released from the cave and compelled to look 
     toward the light, what will he experience? Why?

6.) What does Plato say is the mistake the prisoners make about 
     reality?  Discuss how the shadows on the wall play into this explanation.

7.) When the prisoners talk, what are they talking about?  If an object (a book, let us say) is carried past behind 
     them, and it casts a shadow on the wall, and a prisoner says, "I see a book," what is he talking about?  What 
     does this refer to?

8.) What are the stages of the liberated prisoner’s experience outside the cave?

9.) If the liberated prisoner goes back to the cave and tries to explain to his former fellow prisoners, what kind of

      reaction will he get?  Why?

10.) What can we do that is parallel to turning our heads and seeing the causes of the shadows?

11.) What is truth according to Plato in this allegory?

12.) To what extent do you find Socrates point about human tendency to confuse "shadows" with "reality" 
        relevant today? 

13.) What could be the elements that prevent people from seeing the truth, or regarding “shadow” as the “truth”?

14.) Why would we be mistaken if we thought that the concepts that we grasp were on the same level as the 
        things we perceive?

15.) "Seeing the light" is a common philosophical metaphor in many cultures and religions.  Using what you 
        have learned from the Allegory of the Cave and from your own experiences, describe a situation in which 
        you or someone you know was liberated from "darkness" and now lives outside of the "cave".  Be sure to 
        discuss this situation in terms of sight, vision, blindness, truth, reality, illusion, good, evil, light, and dark as 
        it is appropriate.

16.) Is what you see always what you get?  Please explain your answer.

17.) Is what you see always the truth?  Please explain your answer. 

18.) How is it possible that people can believe in illusion and accept it as reality?

19.) What sometimes happens to people when the illusion is shattered and reality is revealed?

20.) Describe other "caves" in modern life in which people might be "imprisoned" or feel "imprisoned.” 

