ALL of Mrs. Erickson’s Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes

Your Name: _________________________________________________________________  Class Hour: ________

Today’s Date (Date Assigned): ________________________________ Due Date: ____________________________ 

PLEASE CONSIDER and be PREPARED to DISCUSS The FOLLOWING IDEAS:

1.) Education is useless because it destroys our common sense, because it isolates us from the rest of humanity, because it hardens our hearts and swells our heads.  Bookish persons have long been subjects of suspicion and contempt and nowhere more so, perhaps, than in the United States during the past twenty years.

2.) Critics of education assert their point by indicating the inhumanity of highly learned people; they contend that an oppressive form of identity politics has taken over institutional learning and complain that the art world has been overrun by culturally privileged elitists.  There are always, it seems, far more reasons to disparage the ivory tower than to honor it.  The uselessness of education, particularly in the humanities, is a pervasive theme in Western cultural history.

3.) Education is the slow, expensive process by which children acquire meaningless information and useless skills to depress creativity and instill in them the mechanical programming that society requires in order for it to function.  People lacking education often create world-changing ideas and movements when they reach adulthood.  This disrupts normal societal function, and leads to inefficiency and an influx of creative thinking.  All this leads to revolution and change, both of which are obviously bad things. 

4.) The bulk of society is educated in special buildings called "schools."  These buildings are constructed locally to house our dangerous children who must be educated before they become creative, free thinkers and try to change the world.  Schools isolate children from the rest of polite society so that their intelligence is not spontaneously displayed in front of other already educated people, which would threaten to rekindle some of their pre-education creativity. 

5.) The American public education system is clearly ineffective.  If the system's primary goal is merely to socialize a person, which is all most of us see it do, it could, clearly, take much less than thirteen years.
6.) The greatest disservice public education does students is that it force-feeds children watered-down material, as opposed to answering their individual questions and inviting discovery.  The public education system was established with economic purposes in mind, because it freed adults to work during the day.
