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On-line Discussion Activity of The Truman Show and The Allegory of the Cave
1.) The Truman Show opens with the following statement from Christof: "We’ve become bored with watching actors give us phony emotions.  We’re tired of pyrotechnics and special effects.  While the world he (Truman) inhabits is, in some respects, counterfeit, there is nothing fake about Truman himself.  No scripts, no cue cards.  It isn’t always Shakespeare, but it’s genuine.  It’s a life."  What does Christof mean when he states that “there is nothing fake about Truman himself”?

2.) In what ways does Truman’s relationship with his perceived world differ from that of a normal human being? 

3.) When referring to the Fiji Islands, Truman says, “You can’t get any further away before you start coming back.  You know that there are still islands there where no human being has ever set foot.”  This shows a desire in Truman for something more that his ordinary day-to-day life.  In Truman’s world, his influx of perceptions are heavily controlled and restricted.  This adventurous side of Truman is potentially very dangerous to the interests of the television network, which is in complete control of Truman’s environment.  How, then, did Truman acquire these ideas?  


4.) During an interview, Christof says, “We accept the reality with which we are presented.  It is as simple as that.”  In Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, a few subjects are chained where all they can see are shadows of real objects on the wall in front of them.  According to Plato, these subjects come to accept the shadows as ultimate reality.  Plato saw the physical universe in this way, merely as a lacking representation of the Forms, the ultimate reality to be found in a higher realm.  In what ways might Plato’s Allegory of the Cave relate to Christof’s above statement?

5.) During an interview, Christof states the following: "I have given Truman the chance to lead a normal life.  The world, the place you live in, is the sick place.  Seahaven is the way the world should be."  Is Christof correct?  What, if any, would be the benefits of living in Seahaven as opposed to the real world?

6.) In what ways are Christof and the television network similar to God?  In what respects do they differ?

7.) When speaking of Truman, Christof states: "He could leave at any time.  If this were anything more than a vague ambition, if he was absolutely determined to discover the truth, there is no way we could prevent him."  Truman eventually does discover the true nature of his reality despite the strong efforts of Christof and the network.  What does Truman’s triumph have to say about the free-will/determinism debate?

8.) As Truman begins to piece together the falsity of the world that surrounds him, his view of Seahaven is radically altered.  He starts to question and analyze all that he encounters.  Can you think of a parallel in your own life that has changed the way you process the world?

9.) Some of the core concepts of Existentialism are a focus on the individual, the idea of existence preceding essence, facing absurdity, and the individual granting meaning to an otherwise meaningless life.  Are some of these existentialist themes present in The Truman Show?
10.) The final scene of the film contains the following dialogue:


Christof: Truman, you can speak. I can hear you.
Truman: Who are you?
Christof: I am the creator of a television show that gives hope, joy, and inspiration to millions.
Truman: Then who am I? 
Christof: You’re the star.
Truman: Was nothing real?
Christof: You were real. That’s what made you so good to watch. Listen to me Truman. There is no more truth out there than there is in the world I created for you. Same lies. Same deceit. But in my world, you have nothing to fear.
Is Christof on target when he says that there is no more truth in the real world than there is in Seahaven?  What school of thought would Christof fall into with this statement?

11.) Consider yourself in Truman’s position.  If presented with the choice to remain in Seahaven, a place where you have been promised that “you have nothing to fear,” or to enter into another world that you know little or nothing about, which would you choose?

12.) When Truman finally exits Seahaven, what do you think it is that he expects to find on the other side of the door?
13.) Christof says to Truman, "You were real; that's what made you so good to watch."  Do you find Truman real?  

       Please explain.
14.) What is strange about Seahaven at the beginning of the film?  What makes Seahaven strange or surreal?
15.) What features of SeaHaven compare to the cave in Plato's Allegory?
16.) What parallel is there in the film to the situation described by Plato in which the prisoners remain trapped in their 
       ignorance?

17.) Give examples to show that the characters of Seahaven are caricatures.  For example, in what ways is the wife a 
       stereotype?

18.) How does Christof imprison Truman?  What does Truman's acceptance of his situation and then his questioning 
       of his situation say about humans?
19.) What are the most striking parallels between the world of the cave dwellers (in the Allegory) and Truman 
       Burbank's world ?

20.) Both The Truman Show and the Allegory of the Cave develop the idea that there are different levels of reality of which we have differing degrees of knowledge.  For each of the following describe and discuss the differences of their perception, knowledge, and ignorance of reality: Truman, Kristof, Truman's wife, Truman's best friend, the actress who falls in love with Truman, the television audience, and the movie audience(you).

21.) The prisoners of the Allegory of the Cave are captive because of their chains.  In what manner are the following kept prisoner: Truman, Kristof, Truman's wife, Truman's best friend, the actress who falls in love with Truman, the television audience, and the movie audience.

22.) Would you describe Kristof as evil for what he does?  Please explain.  How do others contribute to his evil (if, that is, you agree that he is doing evil)?

23.) Human ignorance is rooted in The Allegory of the Cave in our willingness to accept the testimony of our senses and in our unthinking social conformity.  What are the root causes of ignorance in The Truman Show?  Use different characters to explain your position.

27.) Give examples from The Truman Show to explain how the power of technology is used to create illusion.  Does this seem to be a significant theme in the film?  Using examples from our contemporary society, is the power of technology to create illusion an important concern for us?

EXTRA CREDIT:  Due: ____________________________________ 
Consider the same questions listed above to construct a well thought-out, enlightening, and rational essay that explains the similarities between Plato’s Allegory of the Cave and the film The Matrix.

