Miss Czapski’s 5th Hour Advanced Placemen English Language and Composition Class
Name: ___________________________________________________________  Date: _______________________

AP TEST ESSAY ANALYSIS – PREWRITING NOTATION

DIRECTIONS: (1) Read the directions for the expectations for the response to the following essay.  (2) Thoroughly and thoughtfully read the essay.  While reading, consider the author’s purpose for the essay.  What idea is he/she trying to convey to his/her audience?  Note this purpose before moving on to the next step of this assignment.  

(3) DO NOT write an essay response to the provided essay.  INSTEAD, note AT LEAST the use of the below listed style, rhetorical, and literary devices.  Indicate where each is used in the essay, and how they add to or detract from the author’s purpose, as well as to the explanation of the question asked of you (what would be expected in your essay response).
Some of these devices may be combined (used simultaneously).  
The provided list of devices is NOT exhaustive; you should also indicate use of any elements you notice that are not listed here but DO contribute to or distract from the author’s purpose.  

If you notice the use of a device that does not support your critical review, it is inconsequential, and should, therefore, not be noted. 

The following paragraphs begin E.M. Forster’s essay “My Wood,” written in 1936.  In the essay, Forster considers his reaction to owning the small estate he bought with royalties from his novel A Passage to India.


Write an essay in which you define Forster’s attitude toward the experience of owning property and analyze how Forster conveys that attitude.  In your discussion, consider Forster’s word choice, his manipulation of sentences, and his use of Biblical allusions. 

MINIMAL LITERARY/RHETORICAL/STYLE DEVICES TO CONSIDER:
  *satire
*allusion

*exaggerated description

*humor

*irony

  *aside
*description/explanation of self-deprecation

*rhetorical question

*wit

*definition

*parable

*movement away from central issue

*imagery

*shift in tone

*evidence of deeply bedded uncertainty

      *play on words

*Biblical and religious allusion

*distrust

*attitude


A few years a go I wrote a book which dealt in part with the difficulties of the English in India.  Feeling that they would have had no difficulties in India themselves, the American read the book freely.  The more they read it the better it made them feel, and a cheque to the author was the result.  I bought a wood with the cheque.  It is not a large wood – it contains scarcely any trees, and it is intersected, blast it, by a public footpath.  Still, it is the first property that I have owned, so it is right that other people should participate in my shame, and should ask themselves, in accents that will vary in horror, this very important question: What is the effect of property upon the character?  Don’t let’s touch economics; the effect of private ownership upon the community as a whole is another question – a more important question perhaps, but another one.  Let’s keep to psychology.  If you own things, what’s their effect on you?  What’s the effect on me of my wood?


In the first place, it makes me feel heavy.  Property does have this effect.  Property produces men of weight, and it was a man of weight who failed to get into the Kingdom of Heaven. 1  He was not wicked, that unfortunate millionaire in the parable, he was only stout; he stuck out in front, not to mention behind, and as he wedged himself this way and that in the crystalline entrance and bruised his well-fed flanks, he saw beneath him a comparatively slim camel passing through the eye of a needle and being woven into the robe of God.  The Gospels all through couple stoutness and slowness.  They point out what is perfectly obvious, yet seldom realized: that if you have a lot of things you cannot move about a lot, that furniture requires dusting, dusters require servants, servants require insurance stamps, and the whole tangle of them makes you think twice before you accept an invitation to dinner or go for a bathe in the Jordan. 2  Sometimes the gospels proceed further and say with Tolstoy that property is sinful; they approach the difficult ground of asceticism here, where I cannot follow them.  But as to the immediate effects of property on people, they just show straightforward logic.  It produces men of weight.  Men of weight cannot, by definition, move like the lightening from the East unto the West, and the ascent of a fourteen-stone bishop 3 into a pulpit is thus the exact antithesis of the coming of the Son of Man.  My wood makes me feel heavy.   
1. Matthew 19:24 “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle that for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.

2. The Jordan is the river in which John the Baptist christened repentant sinners.

3. A stone is a British unit of weight; 14 stones equal 196 pounds.     
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The following passage was written by Richard Rodriguez, the first college-educated member of his family.  Read the passage carefully.  Then write an essay analyzing how Rodriguez’ presentation of the events in the passage suggests his attitude toward his family and himself.  You might consider such elements as narrative structure, selection of detail, manipulation of language and tone.
MINIMAL LITERARY/RHETORICAL/STYLE DEVICES TO CONSIDER:
*repetition

*reflective tone

*reality vs. imagination

*shifts in tone

*description

*use of dialogue

*rhetorical question

*contrast

*chronological organization

*irony

*prediction

*imagery

*cliché

*shift in mood

*metaphor

*realization



My mother is not surprised that her children are well-off.  Her two daughters are business executives.  Her oldest son is a lawyer.  She predicted it all long ago.  “Someday,” she used to say when we were young, “you will all grow up and all be very rich.  You’ll have lots of money to buy me presents.  But I’ll be a little old lady.  I won’t have any teeth or hair.  So you’ll have to buy me soft food and put a blue wig on my head.  And you’ll buy me a big fur coat.  But you’ll only be able to see my eyes.”


Every Christmas now the floor around her is carpeted with red and green wrapping paper.  And her feet are wreathed with gifts.


By the time the last gift is unwrapped, everyone seems very tired.  The room has become uncomfortably warm.  The talk grows listless.  (“Does anyone want coffee or more cake?”  Somebody groans.)  Children are falling asleep.  Someone gets up to leave, prompting others to leave.  (“We have to get up early tomorrow.”)


“Another Christmas,” my mother says.  She says that same thing every year, so we all smile to hear it again.  


Children are bundled up for the fast walk to the car.  My mother stands by the door calling good-bye.  She stands with a coat over her shoulders, looking into the dark where expensive foreign cars idle sharply.  She seems, all of a sudden, very small.  She looks worried.


“Don’t come out, it’s too cold,” someone shouts at her or at my father, who steps out onto the porch.  I watch my younger sister in a shiny mink jacket bend slightly to kiss my mother before she rushes down the front steps.  My mother stands waving toward no one in particular.  She seems sad to me.  How sad?  Why?  (Sad that we all are going home?  Sad that it was not quite, can never be, the Christmas one remembers having had once?)  I am tempted to ask her quietly if there is anything wrong.  (But these are questions of paradise, Mama.)


My brother drives away.


“Daddy shouldn’t be outside,” my mother says.  “Here, take this jacket out to him.”


She steps into the warmth of the entrance hall and hands me the coat she has been wearing over her shoulders.


I take it to my father and place it on him.  In that instant I feel the thinness of his arms.  He turns.  He asks if I am going home now.  It is, I realize, the only thing that he has said to me all evening.       
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In the following passage Nancy Mairs, who has multiple sclerosis, calls herself a “cripple.”  Read the passage carefully.  Then write an essay in which you analyze how Mairs presents herself in this passage.  In addition to discussing the significance of Mairs’ choice of the word “cripple” to name herself, you should consider each rhetorical figure as one word choice and rhetorical structure.

MINIMAL LITERARY/RHETORICAL/STYLE DEVICES TO CONSIDER:
*allusion
*syntactical repetition

*first person focus

*shift from self to language

*historical precedent

*imagery

*wit

*sardonic tone

*comparison

*repetition

*structure shift

*hinting

*irony

*description

*parallelism

*limitation of language

*paradox

*twist

*shift of focus

I am a cripple.  I choose this word to name me.  I choose from among several possibilities, the most common of which are “handicapped” and “disabled.”  I made the choice a number of years ago, without thinking, unaware of my motives for doing so.  Even now, I’m not sure what those motives are, but I recognize that they are complex and not entirely flattering.  People – crippled or not – wince at the word “cripple,” as they do not at “handicapped” or “disabled.”  Perhaps I want them to wince.  I want them to see me as a tough customer, one to whom the fate/gods/viruses have not been kind, but who can face the brutal truth of her existence squarely.  As a cripple, I swagger.  


But, to be fair to myself, a certain amount of honesty underlies my choice.  “Cripple” seems to me a clean word, straightforward and precise.  It has an honorable history, having made its first appearance in the Lindisfarne Gospel in the tenth century.  As a lover of words, I like the accuracy with which it describes my condition: I have lost the full use of my limbs.  “Disabled,” by contrast, suggests any incapacity, physical or mental.  And I certainly don’t like “handicapped,” which implies that I have deliberately been put at a disadvantage, by whom I can’t imagine (my God is not a Handicapper General), in order to equalize chances in the great race of life.  These words seem to me to be moving away from my condition, to be widening the gap between word and reality.  Most remote is the recent coined euphemism “differently abled,” which partakes of the same semantic hopefulness that transformed countries form “undeveloped” to “underdeveloped,” then to “less developed,” and finally to “developing” nations.  People have continued to starve in those countries during the shift.  Some realities do not obey the dictates of language.

   
Mine is one of them.  Whatever you call me, I remain crippled.  But I don’t care what you call me, so long as it isn’t “differently abled,” which strikes me as pure verbal garbage designed, by its ability to describe anyone, to describe no one.  I subscribe to George Orwell’s thesis that “the slovenliness of our language makes it easier for us to have foolish thoughts.”  And I refuse to participate in the degeneration of the language to the extent that I deny that I have lost anything in the course of this calamitous disease; I refuse to pretend that the only difference between you and me are the various ordinary ones that distinguish any one person from another.  But call me “disabled” or “handicapped” if you like.  I have long since grown accustomed to them; and if they are vague, at least they hint at the truth.  Moreover, I use them myself.  Society is no readier to accept crippledness than to accept death, war, sex, sweat, or wrinkles.  I would never refer to another person as a cripple.  It is the word I use to name only myself.   
