Thursday, December 09th, 2010 in ALL of Mrs. Erickson’s Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes

Your Name: _______________________________________________________  Class Hour: ________

Essay Prompt Annotation
1.) In response to articles examining sensitive topics such as dating and partying, many schools are considering 
     censoring their newspapers. Some schools believe that these topics are not appropriate for student-run papers, 
     while others believe that, as long as what is printed is true, student papers should have the same freedoms as 
     regular newspapers do. What is your opinion on this topic?
2.) Many communities are considering adopting curfews for high school students. Some educators and parents favor 
     curfews because they believe it will encourage students to focus more on their homework and make them more 
     responsible. Others feel curfews are up to families, not the community, and that students today need freedom to 
     work and participate in social activities in order to mature properly. Do you think that communities should impose 
     curfews on high school students?
3.) In some high schools, many teachers and parents have encouraged the administration to adopt a dress code that 
     sets guidelines for what students can wear in the school building. Some teachers and parents support a dress 
     code because they think it will improve the learning environment in the school. Other teachers and parents do not 
     support a dress code; they think it restricts an individual student’s freedom of expression. In your opinion, should 
     high schools adopt dress codes for students?

4.) The Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) requires all school libraries receiving certain federal funds to install 
     and use blocking software to prevent students from viewing material considered “harmful to minors.” However, 
     some studies conclude that blocking software in schools damages educational opportunities for students, both by 
     blocking access to Web pages that are directly related to the state-mandated curriculums and by restricting 
     broader inquiries of both students and teachers. In your view, should the schools block access to certain Internet 
     Web sites?
5.) New laws are being proposed that would require schools to accommodate students who wish to transfer to a 
     different school if the school falls below a certain level on statewide standardized tests. Supporters of this law 
     believe that it is a student’s right to transfer to a new school if his or her current school is not fulfilling its duties. 
     Opponents argue that this law is impractical — what would happen if all the students requested transfers? — and 
     unfairly weighs test scores without considering other factors at a school. In your opinion, should students be 
     allowed to transfer if schools score below a certain level on standardized tests?

6.) Many successful adults recall a time in life when they were considered a failure at one pursuit or another. Some of 
     these people feel strongly that their previous failures taught them valuable lessons and led to their later 
     successes. Others maintain that they went on to achieve success for entirely different reasons. In your opinion, 
     can failure lead to success? Or is failure simply its own experience? In your essay, take a position on this 
     question. You may write about either one of the two points of view given, or you may present a different point of 

     view on this question. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.
7.) Please carefully read Donna Krache’s August 13th, 2008 CNN article “How to ground a 'helicopter parent'” 

     (below), then carefully construct a detailed analysis of her purpose by evaluating the effectiveness of her diction, 

     imagery, tone, and syntax.  Following your analysis if her purpose, you should use personal experience or 

     previously collected information to construct your own related argument that defends, challenges, or qualifies 

     Krache’s underlying contention that helicopter parents should be grounded.  

How to ground a 'helicopter parent'
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We all see them and swear we're not one of those so-called "helicopter parents" who hover over their kids, micromanaging every aspect of their lives.

They fly into school in attack mode ready to confront the teacher or coach for "unfair" treatment of their kids.

They obsess over teacher assignments.

Some demand that their child be moved to another class before the school year has even begun.

As parents, it's perfectly natural to want to advocate for and protect your child. But how far is too far?

Rich Barbera recently retired after 30 years as a high school counselor in New Fairfield, Connecticut.

He applauds parental involvement and wishes there were more of it at the high school level, pointing out that some good changes come about as a result. At his school, for example, more Advanced Placement courses were offered as a result of parental requests.

But he's also seen his share of helicopter parents. Barbera has had parents come to his office to pick up SAT applications for kids who weren't planning to go to college. He had seen parents show up in the guidance counselor's office with college applications that they have filled out for their kids.

One problem with this approach, says Barbera, is that it doesn't help teens develop their own decision-making skills. Before students picked up the phone to call Mom after something happened at school, he'd encourage them to consider questions such as "What's the good and the bad that can come from this?" and "What are my options in this situation?"

"It gives students confidence when they can solve problems themselves," said Barbera.

Dr. Ken Haller, associate professor of pediatrics at Saint Louis University School of Medicine, agrees that parents should help kids learn to make their own decisions.

"If a parent becomes so enmeshed in the child's life that they can't let go, it becomes embarrassing for the child."

According to Haller, around middle school, it's part of children's natural development to identify more with peer group. If they're constantly going back to Mom and Dad to make all the decisions, this process becomes more difficult. And if a child is always asking for help, Haller advises parents to reassess how they have been responding to the child's requests.

When a parent hovers too much, it can backfire and shut down communication.

Haller offers an example: If the student fails a biology test and the parent marches up to school to protest the grade, there may be an underlying issue that's not being addressed. A parent-child discussion might reveal that even though the child has the academic ability to earn an "A" in biology, she's not interested in the subject and wants to be an artist. But if this discussion never takes place, the child feels like a failure and a lot of anger is generated between parent and teacher, making the situation even more stressful.

This isn't to say kids need only to do well in subjects they like, but it illustrates a missed opportunity for productive parent-child dialogues about unpleasant tasks and career interests.

Dr. Nancy Weisman, a licensed clinical psychologist in Marietta, Georgia, says that clear communication between parent and child is vital. When she talks about helicopter parents, she cites examples of those who rush up to school with forgotten homework and lunch money each time the child needs it. Some kids, she says, feel a sense of entitlement to be taken care of this way when they drop the ball.

Weisman tells parents to be aware of this sense of entitlement and instill in its place a sense of personal responsibility. Parents should clearly communicate that they are not going to step in every time a child thinks he needs it.

"It's important for kids to know they're not going to be rescued," Weisman said.

One behavior parents should want to model for their kids is how to deal with powerful people. "If you go in and try to bully them, you give the kid the message that the only way you'll get things is to be confrontational and adversarial," said Haller. He points out that much more can be learned by teaching kids the value of negotiation.

Haller says that the most important thing a parent can do is listen. "Listen to your kids, but listen to the other adults in your kid's life who are important: The teacher, the coach, the dance instructor." If the child is complaining about being treated unfairly, instead of storming into a meeting and demanding answers, listen to the other adult's side first.

Haller encourages conversations between parents and their kids to help decide what battles to fight and which ones to talk through. He advises parents to ask questions like, "What was on the test?" "Did you ask other kids in the class if they thought the material was covered adequately?" and "What do you think we should do about this?"

But there are times, says Haller, when the best action is inaction. "Sometimes," said Haller, "the kid just wants to vent about it."

