Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),





       February, 2011
Your student’s Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Class will be completing a mini-research writing project about the Rwandan genocide of 1994 and the responsibility of the United States and the media in preventing genocide.

A powerful and current extension of this project is to view the film “Hotel Rwanda.”  This movie deals with the topics of genocide, survival, and the plight of children, relating more current accounts of the horrific acts.  
In 1994 almost one million people were killed in the central African country of Rwanda.  During the 1990’s the world faced the ethnic cleansing in Bosnia.  Today, genocide continues in other countries such as Darfour, Africa.  
Most of the students are fairly familiar with the word “genocide” and its powerful effects on history, culture, and populations.  Hopefully watching this movie will help further expose students to more of the history on the subject and generate thought and discussion about prevention, responsibility, and hope. 
This movie is rated PG-13 and the policy of Hartland High School is to acquire your permission in order for your son/daughter to participate in viewing and participating in movie-related discussion and activities.  Its rating comes from brief strong language, violence, and disturbing images - all related to the atrocity of the events of genocide.

Please sign below granting your permission for your child to view this movie.  The bottom portion of this form must be returned to class no later than _____________, as we will begin watching the movie in class that week.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 810/ 626-2334, or by E-mail at TristaErickson@HartlandSchools.US.  

Sincerely,

Trista Erickson
A.P. Composition Teacher
Hartland High School


My signature grants permission for my child ____________________________ to view







      Your Child’s Name

and discuss the movie “Hotel Rwanda” in Mrs. Erickson’s 2010 - 2011 A.P. Composition class.  I also affirm that I have read Mrs. Erickson’s description of the nature and rating explanation of this PG-13 movie, as well as her rationalization for viewing the movie in class:

__________________________________________

_____________________


Your Signature






Date
