Ms. Czapski’s 4th & 6th Hour Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Classes
Name: ______________________________________________  Hour: _______  Date: ______________________
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“SHOW-DON’T-TELL” 55-point Paragraph CRITERIA
DIRECTIONS: Word-process a half to full-page paragraph describing the personality of your chosen person through the description of an action, NOT through the actual description of his/her personality.  Describe for your reader a physical action of this person that provides a clear understanding of his/her general personality.

Due Date: _______________________________

Five points will be lost from this assignment EVERY single time one of the following appears in your paragraph:

· Clichés 

· Passive voice 

· Run-on Sentences
· Use of the word “you”

· Subject/verb disagreement
· Redundancy/repetition of ideas

· Incomplete sentences (fragments)

· Beginning a sentence with “well” or “so”

· Slang or casual/conversational language 
· Ambiguity/vagueness of thoughts or ideas
· Use of the words “get,” “got,” “getting,” and “make”
· Change of tense – the entire paragraph should be in ONLY ONE tense.

· Use of the word “like” to compare, unless clearly used in a blatant simile.
· Assumption your reader sees and understands your thoughts – lack of explanation – omission of significant details/explanations.
· Weak, non-descript, non-specific verbs.  Verbs should show a specific idea and action.  As many verbs as possible should serve a specific purpose or be helping other verbs that have specific purposes. [image: image2.wmf]
