	American Studies - what is that? 

	AMERICAN STUDIES BLOCK
 
The American Studies block is unique. Students in this class earn one English credit and one history credit each semester.  Here are some points about this two-hour block.
 1. American history and American literature are taught together.
For example, at the same time you are discussing the “Roaring 20s”, you’ll also be reading The Great Gatsby. They go together chronologically. Another example is, did you know that Custer's Last Stand happened the same year that Bell invented the telephone, Twain began writing The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and Edison invented the phonograph? We try to help you make these connections as we go.
2.  Writing assignments are unique.
For example, instead of writing a major paper for history and another one for English, you write one paper for both.
3. Humanities are included when possible.
 For example, when history focuses on the 1930’s and literature on writers like John Steinbeck, the art works of Grant Wood, Thomas Hart Benton and others will be included. Also, American music is included whenever possible.
4. There is more time for discussion and in-class work.
 Since students return to the same room (when the wall is open) after the five minute break, there is not the “down time” of starting up again. In this way we acquire between five and 
seven minutes more class time each day. 
5. Hands on activities are included when possible.
Students in this class have the opportunity to create these and other items:  pictures to illustrate vocabulary words, time lines to illustrate various eras, a video, a family tree.
6. The American Studies block is very organized.
 Weekly lesson plans are posted each Monday and may be obtained online. These lesson plans explain minute by minute what is going on in the class, and students’ computer generated grades and attendance are available online 
7. Student success rate is high.  
Approximately 98% of over 1,100 students in the past ten years who have taken this block have earned credit. The average grade of those earning credit has been in the low to mid B range. 


