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Greetings students, and welcome to Physics!  Over the next several months you and I will explore the physical world via mathematics, experimentation and discussion.

Classroom Rules


Our classroom rules are very few and quite simple.

1. Bring all materials to every class.

2. Be on time with homework, labs and for class.

3. Respect everyone, including me!

As you can tell I place a tremendous amount of value on this last rule.  If we can treat one another with the proper respect we all will learn and enjoy the experience.  In a very general sense these rules will function as our classroom law.  However, there are a few specifics I need to mention.

Disciplinary Actions


The following are the steps on the disciplinary ladder.  They will be used for any instance where the classroom rules are not followed or for any action which disrupts the learning process.

1. Conference with student, verbal warning.

2. Time out of class, parent notification or conference.

3. 1 hour detention, parent contact.

4. 2 hour detention, parent contact.

5. Referral to principal.

Tests

There will be around one test every three weeks.  Tests will consist of multiple choice, problems, and short essays.  We will have a review or at least a practicum the day before a test.  In case of absence, the following rules apply:

1. If the absence occurs on the review day only, you will be required to take the test on the regular testing day.

2. If the absence occurs on the day of an announced test only, you will be required to take the test on your first day back.

3. Any other instance will be handled at my discretion.


To further aid you in case of absence, it is strongly recommended that you take home all study materials for the two days preceding a test.

Homework

A few daily problems and worksheets will be assigned.  Most will be due at the beginning of the next day.  All worksheets are worth four (4) points based upon the following scale:



4 points
-
Worksheet done at the beginning of the next class.

2 points         -
Worksheet is not done at the beginning of the next class, but is finished by the time of the test over that unit.

0 points           -
Worksheet is only partially done at the time of the test over that unit.


If you are absent on the day a worksheet is due, it is your responsibility to get the worksheet turned in when you return for full credit.

Labs

Hopefully, we will be doing many experiments together as I feel that hands–on learning is important, and as many of you will be required to do experiments in college.  I will be giving you additional instructions on how to write your lab reports in the future.  Can't wait, can you!

Classroom Materials



Pen or pencil, pencil preferred



Three–ring binder for your notes, worksheets, labs, and other materials



A scientific calculator is highly recommended unless you can do 




decimals and trigonometric functions in your head


All of these materials should be brought every day.  If any of these materials is difficult for you to obtain, please see me and I will get you what you need.

Projects

We will do as many projects as I can come up with this year.  Details, and probably groovy names, will follow later.

Topics

In this course we will discover the following models.



Mechanics




Constant Velocity




Uniform Acceleration




Vectors




Free Particles (Newton’s First and Third Laws)




Constant Force (Newton’s Second Law)




Two-Dimensional Motion




Central Force




Energy




Impulsive Force (Momentum)


If time allows we will also cover



Electrostatics



Simple Circuits

Grades

Grades will be on a percentage scale based on total points.  Lab reports will be worth 25 points.  The final exam will be worth 20% of your final grade.  Most tests will be worth 50 points and project points will be discussed later.


The grading scale is as follows:



A    93 – 100%


C    73 – 76 %



A–  90 – 92  %


C–  70 – 72 %



B+  87 – 89  %


D+  67 – 69 %



B    83 – 86  %


D    63 – 66 %



B–  80 – 82  %


D–  60 – 62 %



C+  77 – 79  %


E      0 – 59 %


I reserve the right to grade any test or assignment on a curve and to raise your final grade because of classroom involvement and improvement over the term.

