World Literature 2007-2008
General Classroom Policies


Mr. Lawrence

A. Course description (from the curriculum guide)
The major emphasis in this course is on the critical analysis of works which have made a significant impact on civilization. Students will write reaction and comparison papers and critique assigned literature.
B.  General information 
Lesson plans, missing assignments, etc. can be found by clicking on “Staff/departments” at this website http://www.hartlandhighschool.us/ 


Then find World Literature and see what’s there. It’s a work in progress this year.

Please be sure to click on “Student Connection” so you can check your grades also. There are no mysteries about your grades in this class. Please check them often and remind me if I’ve entered something incorrectly, etc. I put them in as quickly as time permits.
C. Classroom policies 

1. Rules

a. Follow directions

b. Be courteous

c. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself

d. Sit up and be attentive

e. Respect others

2. Consequences – one consequence may not be exchanged for another

a. First consequence – warning

b. Second consequence – stay after class to talk with instructor

c. Third consequence – contact parents

d. Fourth consequence – exclusion from class

e. Fifth consequence – second exclusion from class

f. Severe clause – exclusion from class (for extreme cases at any time)

3. Rewards

a. Letters / calls home

b. Semester exam bonus

c. Other

D.  Grading – ALL GRADING IS CUMULATIVE FOR THE SEMESTER
Note: the upper and lower 3% of each passing area are the +’s and –‘s of that range.

1. To earn a grade in the “A” range for the semester, the student must

a. Earn an average of 90% or higher after absence / tardy situation is included

b. Complete any major projects

2. To earn a grade in the “B” range for the semester, the student must

a. Earn an average of 80% or higher after absence / tardy situation is included

b. Complete any major projects

3. To earn a grade in the “C” range for the semester, the student must

a. Earn an average of 70% or higher after absence / tardy situation is included

b. Complete any major projects

4. To earn a grade in the “D” range for the semester, the student must

a. Earn an average of 60% or higher after absence / tardy situation is included

b. Complete any major projects

E. Attendance
Note: you are tardy if you are not in the room and moving toward your seat on time.

The administration informs me about grade adjustments and I make them.

F. Assignments
If they are not already printed out on a worksheet, questions on assignments are always to be either written out or included in the answer. Otherwise students will not know what they are reading when they use an assignment to study.

ALL WRITING IN THIS CLASS MUST BE DONE IN BLACK OR BLUE INK OR PENCIL, OTHERWISE POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FROM THE ITEM. YES, I’M PICKY ABOUT SPELLING, GRAMMAR, SENTENCE STRUCTURE, PROPER PARAGRAPHS, ETC. YOUR JUNIOR YEAR! YOU’VE BEEN PRACTICING THIS FOR YEARS; NOW YOU NEED TO GET IT RIGHT OR THERE WILL BE A COST.
Assignments less than half finished or really messy will not be accepted. If you do not complete an assignment, then you have four options:

1. Turn it in the next day for ½ of the credit you would have earned on it.

2. Turn it in two days late for ¼ of the credit you would have earned on it.

3. Turn it in within one week for 1 point, which shows us that at least you did it.

4. Do not turn it in and take a zero on it.

Note: The fewer 0’s you have the more extra credit you earn for your final exam. Ask and I’ll explain!
G. Tests
You will usually have a two-day notice before a test. Tests are usually on Thursday. Material from the day before the test will rarely be included on it, so if you are absent the day before, then you still take the test. It is your responsibility to make up missed tests within one week. Otherwise the score changes to a permanent zero. See me immediately when you return to schedule your makeup test.
H. Citizenship
Your classroom behavior is very important. I like to reward students who have good classroom behavior. Therefore, the following items will be in effect:

1. 
All students begin each week with 12/10 citizenship points. 

2.
Your point total goes down if you are off task – eg – head down, talking, out of seat, food or drink, etc. 

3.
Passes before the last ten minutes of class cost you three points for each pass with a planner, five points without a planner. 
I. Cheating
Cheating is very serious. Students caught cheating receive a minimum of these consequences:

1. Complete loss of credit on the item.

2.
Retroactive loss of extra credit for the semester (this includes any exam bonuses). The extra 


credit column will be zeroed out.
J. Notebook – Required as a textbook. It must be with you each day.

I expect students to use and maintain a three-ring notebook (1 ½ inch minimum) in this class. 

SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS WILL EARN NO CREDIT AND PAPERS TURNED IN FROM THEM WILL COST POINTS! PLEASE DO NOT EVEN BRING THEM INTO MY CLASSROOM. THEY CREATE MESSES. You may be graded periodically on the organization and contents of this notebook. To receive full credit, you must use standard dividers with neatly labeled sections for sections of literature, tests, homework, etc. You decide how to do it, but it needs to be arranged so you can find things quickly. 

Your notebook should be left open to the appropriate section at all times.
