
SAVE THIS SYLLABUS FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR !

EARTH SCIENCE - 2006 - 2007

Mrs. Sue Merrill

Room 110

Why study Earth Science?
The one thing that all humankind has in common is that we inhabit this planet called Earth.  Scientific knowledge of Earth and its processes is necessary to make sensible, informed decisions concerning our use and misuse of the air, the water and the land. It helps us to identify and understand our risks in potentially hazardous situations and locations. Earth’s cycles are all intertwined and interwoven with the other branches of science. One part of Earth cannot be completely understood without pieces of understanding from other areas.  

This Earth Science class is the final course of a three-year program (Life, Physical, Earth) begun in the middle school. Successful completion of this class is necessary for graduation. It fulfills the first of two(three) required years of science 

What do we hope to accomplish?


1. A positive attitude toward science

2. Development of organizational, problem solving, critical thinking, discussion and

       writing skills.


3. Recognition of the interrelationships of Earth’s cycles


4. Acquisition of specific scientific knowledge about Earth

5. Awareness of environmental issues and the consequences of our actions.

What will I study?


1. Introduction to Earth Science /waves-    3 weeks


2. Universe, Galaxy, Solar system -

  8 weeks


3. Atmosphere, Weather and Climate - 
  7 weeks


4. Geosphere -



14 weeks


5. Hydrosphere - 



  4 weeks

What do I need?


At school daily -



____Textbook 



____3-ring binder with dividers (may be used for more than one class)



____Spiral notebook for Journal (provided by teacher)



____Paper supply for notes and homework (not the Journal)



____Dark ink pen and pencil



____Student planner

At home - access to


___​_A quiet place and time to study

____Scissors, poster board, calculator, drawing compass, protractor, hole

           punch, markers, colored pencils or crayons, ruler, tape and glue

____Internet access and/or newspaper, magazines, library transportation 

What is expected of me in the classroom?


All rules, policies and consequences stated in the Student Handbook will apply.


  Know: attendance, tardies, pass and dress code expectations.

These additional expectations help to promote a civilized, safe and

           accepting classroom.




-Respect teachers, peers, guests, property and yourself




-Be kind in speech and actions.




-Leave food and drink in your locker.






(Only water is allowed in the classroom)




-Be prepared everyday with all needed materials.

What do I need to know about homework?


Homework is collected at the beginning (first 5 minutes) of the hour on the due date.



Late homework is accepted but with the following penalties:




Later that day- down 20% 

Up until the end of the grading period - down 50%




After grading period until last week of semester- 10% of total



No-name homework carries an automatic 10% penalty.

Homework that has been obviously plagiarized or copied from another student will

 earn a  0. Parents may be asked to sign the homework to show they have had 

 an explanation from the student. An alternate assignment may be given and when 

 completed will earn 50%.

All students will do test corrections for ALL items missed on a test.  This is not extra 

credit but counts toward your grade(10/10) and when completed correctly 

may raise the test grade as much as 3%.  There are no test retakes. 

See the special Test Corrections Form for details.


Homework that is assigned while you are absent is given two days to complete.


Homework that is due while you are absent is due the day you get back.


Tests are announced many days in advance and should be taken on the regularly

       scheduled day, even if you are absent the day before. Think ahead. Be prepared.

Extra credit is available each grade report period to anyone who has all assignments

turned in. Extra credit is limited to raising the grade one step. (B to B+)

What will I do with my journal?
The first five minutes of most class periods is designated as journaling time.  Most days there will be an assigned topic. Journal entries are expected to be at least half a page long. A spiral notebook has been provided for your journal writings. It is to be the only use for this spiral. Journals will be collected every three to six weeks and graded for completeness, organization, length and content. 


How can I keep track of my papers?
Being able to store and retrieve information in an organized fashion is an important skill for ordinary people as well as scientists. Organizing papers in a 3-ring binder will help you practice this skill. Your binder then also becomes an important study tool since all your papers are in one place. (Suggestion: This binder may be used for more than one class.)

Binders will be collected at the beginning of the hour on a date announced far in advance. They will be collected twice during the first grading period and once per grading period thereafter. The binder grades will be worth as much as a test grade (~50 pts).

Binders are graded on the following criteria:




1. Overall neatness and appearance- 


 
10 points 

2. Organization by chapter, separated by labeled dividers-
20 points




3. All papers from class included-




20 points

What is the class grading scale?


A 
94 - 100

    C+    77 - 79.99


D+
67 - 69.99


A-
90 - 93

    C
   73 - 76.99


D
63 - 66.99


B+
87 - 89.99

    C-
   70 - 72.99


D-
60 - 62.99


B
83 - 86.99







E   
0 - 59.99


B-
80 - 82.99

How are grades averaged?


Grades on the “Report Card” for the grading periods are actually progress grades 

toward the semester.
Grades for first semester start in September and continue through January.
Grades for second semester start in January and continue through June.

Grades are not rounded up or down  until semester end.

A final semester grade of D- or better is required in order to receive credit for this class.

The semester exam can be worth up to twenty percent of the semester grade.

Save all your papers and notes until the semester exam.  They can be used as a study guide for the exam and count for extra credit on exam day.

Any questions, concerns or suggestions?

Please contact me.

conference hour

9:30 – 10:20

phone and voice mail  
 810-646-2262

 

e-mail  


 merrills@hartlandschools.us 

Please take the time to find the Signature Form listed on this site. Print it, sign it and return by Sept 13th, 2006

PAGE  
4

