FORMAT TO USE FOR WRITING A LABORATORY REPORT
Important! Use the following Roman numerals and headings for all sections of your lab report.

I. Title: 

The title should give a clear indication of what the experiment is 

addressing. 
II. For Example: Experiment #3 is NOT a title. 

III.          The effect of temperature on leaf color change, is a good title.
IV.  Purpose: 

A complete sentence explaining why we are doing the experiment.

For example: The purpose of this experiment is to determine the effects of

exposing plants to varying temperatures.

V.  Hypothesis: 
A testable statement/explanation (not a question), based on background 
knowledge about what you think the results will show. Be specific. Use an  if…then…statement. Do NOT use the following phrases: “I think that…” “I believe that…” 
For example: If leaf color change is related to temperature, then exposing plants to low temperatures will result in changes in leaf color.
VI.  Materials:

A complete list of all materials needed to complete the experiment.

A person should be able to use the list to obtain everything needed to repeat the lab.

VII. Procedure:

A complete, chronological report of what was done in the experiment. 
Written in the PAST tense, using NO personal pronouns (I, we, you). This must also be written in COMPLETE SENTENCES (do NOT include numbers for steps). If the experiment is self-designed, a control and experimental group must be identified. You should include enough detail so that another person could duplicate your procedure (amounts, times, relevant details, etc…).
VIII.  Data:

You will be asked to design some of your own data tables; they should be 

neat and organized. Include observations, measurements, etc. here. Do NOT include any calculations, graphs, or conclusions in this section. 

IX. Analysis:
All calculations and graphs should be here (if applicable). All graphs 
should include a title and have axes properly labeled.
X. Conclusion:
Summarize the experiment by answering the following questions: What 

did you find? What did you learn? Also, summarize any background info about your topic which would help your reader to understand what you are working with. Restate your hypothesis. What it correct? Give justification, referring to data, as to why you came to your conclusion. What would you do differently next time to reduce error? Also, answer any assigned questions in this section. Please attempt to explain to me what you have learned during the lab. 
