Welcome to Mrs. Putra’s Biology Classroom

Room 315

810-626-2259

maryputra@hartlandschools.us
http://hartlandhighschool.us/teachers/putra/
Classroom Rules:

· School rules according to the Handbook and classroom rules are always in effect.
· Please remember abide by the cell phone and dress code policies.
· Upon entering class, look to the board or overhead for assignments and starter activities.

· All assignment must be turned in at the beginning of the hour unless otherwise stated.

· Assignments must be turned in on time for full credit.  
· Assignment one day late will receive up to half credit.  After one day the points possible is zero.  
· If you have missed a day and need to make up assignments or collect notes, always see me for directions and check the assignment drawer located in the front of the room.

· Come prepared to class with notebook paper, a folder used only for science, and a writing utensil.  You will need a pencil for test days.
· No food or drink is allowed in this science classroom.

· The teacher always dismisses class, so stay in your seats (no waiting at the door).
· These rules, lab rules, and student information/contact sheets must be signed by you and a guardian before you may participate in lab.
GRADING

It is your responsibility to keep track of your grade. As you receive graded assignments, simply enter the points earned on your unit plan. Current class grades may be calculated at any time by totaling the points you have earned and dividing by the total points possible to obtain a percentage. Grades are cumulative for the semester.  The grading scale will be as follows:
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Homework:  40%

Assessments: 40%

Final Exam: 20%

(Zangle should be updated approximately every 2 weeks)
ACADEMIC HONESTY

All homework, quizzes, tests, papers/essays, projects, labs, etc. must be YOUR OWN ORIGINAL WORDS AND WORK.
· Cheating includes, but is not limited to

· Submitting work copied from a friend or an outside source (without attribution)

· Giving work to a friend or giving/receiving excessive assistance from someone

· Accepting or giving help during a quiz or test

· Using a calculator or notes without permission of the teacher

· Using notes stored on a calculator without permission of the teacher

· Plagiarism, a form of cheating, involves presenting someone else’s ideas or words, whether deliberate or inadvertent, without giving credit.

LAB ACTIVITIES

We will use the laboratory area frequently in this class. To ensure your own safety and that of your classmates, all safety rules must be followed at ALL times. Failure to use common sense and observe safety rules may result in removal from the lab and a zero grade for the assignment. Please do not hesitate to ask questions before proceeding with a specific procedure if your lab group has any doubts as to what is appropriate.

STUDY HINTS

You will receive a unit plan for each unit that contains valuable information on the upcoming schedule, assignments, and due dates. It will also include a list of objectives that will tell you what I expect you to be able to do at the end of the unit. HINT: I use the objectives when I make up quizzes and tests. Also, please be sure to review assignments returned to you. Since we all learn from mistakes, this will help you with your job of mastering course concepts. 

JOURNALS

The first five minutes of every class period is designated as journal time. Each day I will post an assigned journal topic/problem/worksheet on which you will write. Journals will be collected at my discretion about once a month (so keep them together, not part of class notes) and must be three complete sentences in length to receive full credit.

NOTEBOOKS/BINDERS

Being able to store and retrieve information in an organized fashion is an important skill for scientists as well as people in many different fields, including business and government. In this class we will use notebooks to practice this skill. You will also find that your notebook can be your best study tool. Notebooks will be graded at my discretion. Do not plan to use your science notebook for any other class, as I may need to keep them overnight. I will grade your notebook according to the following criteria:

1. Papers can be put in or taken out. A 3-ring binder will work well. (if you can’t get your hands on one, please see me ()
2. The current unit is at the front of the notebook with the unit plan (filled out) on top, followed by class notes/activities and homework assignments in order (chronologically) according to the unit plan. 

3. All entries in your notebook should be labeled and dated. Separate one day of work from the next with at least two lines. You should use the front and back of paper.

4. Completed units are behind the current unit in the order that we have completed them. It may be a good idea to use dividers or paper clips to maintain organization.

· This class is based on three main ideas.  There are rules for classroom behavior. You have the choice to follow those rules.  Lastly, there are positive and negative consequences to your choices.  
