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Drama I Syllabus

“All the world’s a stage, and the people in it, merely players.”

--William Shakespeare

Materials Needed

· Pen or Pencil
· Notebook
· Folder
What You’ll Learn in this Class
· We cover a lot in a short amount of time.  Think of this as a drama survey course – I’ll teach you the basics about all the facets of theatre so that by the end of the marking period, you’ll have a clear idea of what areas are of particular interest to you.  Hopefully, you’ll be inspired to take Drama II, join the drama club, or get involved in community theatre!  

· Specifically, we will cover acting, playwriting, directing, theatre history, the business side of theatre, technical aspects including props, sound, lights, set design, make-up, costumes, and theatre appreciation and evaluation.

Format of Class

· While primarily a hands-on, on-your-feet class, expect daily assignments, projects, papers, and both solo and group performances.  Usually, I give you enough class time to complete assignments, but you will have homework occasionally.  

Grades 

· Each marking period, you start fresh with a 100%.  It’s up to you to maintain that grade.

Marking periods are broken down as follows:

30% Projects, Performances

25% Quizzes, Tests

25% Homework, Small Assignments

20% Participation

· Each semester, every marking period is worth roughly 28% and the final exam is worth roughly 16%.  

· Extra Credit: Extra credit will be offered occasionally and always to the entire class.  One form of extra credit is the “Thumbs Up” coupon.  One coupon is worth 1 extra credit point and can be attached to any assignment.  
· Classroom Grading Scale
93-100% = A

90-92% = A-

87-89% = B+

83-86% = B

80-82% = B-

77-79% = C+

73-76% = C

70-72% = C-

67-69% = D+

63-66% = D

60-62% = D-

0-59% = E

Classroom Rules
· Our classroom rules are simple. Just remember to be: Prompt, Polite, and Prepared

Classroom Consequences

· If you cannot follow these rules, the consequences are:

1. Verbal Warning

2. One minute after class

3. Call home

4. Detention

5. Referral to assistant principal

If behavior is severe enough, steps 1-4 may be skipped.

Classroom Policies 
· Assignments Policy:

Make-up Work: If you are absent, you will be allowed two days for every day that you missed up to one full week to turn in any missing assignments.  NO additional time will be given for any assignments, projects, papers, or tests posted BEFORE an absence unless new material covered in class is missed.  

Assignment Center: IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out what you have missed the day you return from an absence.  You should go to the Assignments Center and look up the corresponding day in the binder.  The binder will list everything covered and what materials were used.  All handouts will be kept in the hanging folders next to the binder.  You should first consult the binder, consult a classmate, and then consult the teacher if you have any questions about material missed.  

Late Work: You are given one “late coupon” a marking period which can be used to turn in one assignment for full credit.  Only smaller assignments worth 20 points or less may be turned in late with a coupon.  If you do not use your late coupon, it may be turned in at the end of the marking period for 5 extra credit points.           

· Attendance Policy:  

As cited in the Parent-Student Handbook, you are allowed up to nine unexcused absences and tardies per semester.  You are considered tardy if you show up after class has begun within the first five minutes without a valid pass.  After the first five minutes, it is considered an unexcused absence.  

· Bathroom Policy:

A pass to the bathroom will be granted only during the last ten minutes of class or in cases of emergency.  The teacher reserves the right to refuse a pass if the student has been abusing the privilege.   
· Food and Drink Policy:

Food or drink is allowed in the classroom as long as common sense is used (no full-course meals please).  If trash is not disposed of on a daily basis, then rights to eat and drink will be taken away from the entire class.    

· Seating Chart Policy:
You may pick your own seat; HOWEVER, the teacher reserves the right to assign you a seat if you are not following the rules of the classroom.
Classroom Procedures
· Starting Class: 

When you arrive to class, you should begin working on the warm-up activity posted on the board or 
overhead.  You will receive only a limited amount of time to complete the activity and will lose points if 
you are not utilizing the time given to work.   

· Ending Class: 


Pick up any trash around you and dispose of it.  Do not line up at the door!  Wait until you are dismissed 
by the teacher to leave.  

· Collecting Papers: 

Homework assignments are always due by the time the teacher enters the classroom.  Any papers turned in after class has begun will not be accepted.  Papers should be placed in the “homework tray” located at the front of the classroom.    

· Paper Headings: 

Your first and last name, the date, and the hour should ALWAYS be included on assignments.  Typically, you will place these items in the upper right hand corner of your assignments.  Two points will be deducted any time any of these items are missing.        

Use of Classroom Facilities

· Cupboard Materials: You are allowed access to the art materials in the cupboards.  However, it is expected that you use materials with care and appropriateness.  We all have to share materials and we want them to last.       

· Bookshelf: You may peruse the books on the shelves before and after class, as well as during designated class time.  If you wish to borrow a book, please sign your name, the title of the book, and the date you are checking it out on the clipboard above the bookshelf.  When you return the book, be sure to write down the check-in date.  Remember to treat the books you borrow with respect.

· Furniture: You may SIT on the furniture before class has begun and at DESIGNATED times during class.  If you abuse the privilege, you will lose the privilege.    
Contact Information

· If you ever need to get a hold of me, the following information will be helpful:

Miranda Raye Sinke

Rm. 405

Office Phone #: (810) 626-2285

Email: sinkem@hartlandschools.us
· Classroom Website – By accessing the classroom website, you can e-mail me, get copies of assignments, view our class calendar, and find resources for researching classroom topics in more depth.  

The class website can be reached at http://hartlandhighschool.us/teachers/sinke/index.htm
An even easier way to find the site is to go the Hartland High School Webpage, http://www.hartlandhighschool.us/, look under “Staff -- Alphabetical Listing” then just find my name and click on it.    
