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Course Description

In this course, you will explore various works of Western literature in the form of short stories, novellas, plays, novels, and poetry from a variety of historical and cultural contexts in order to experience literary connections and intertextuality.  This course will make you more critical analysts of literature and more adept writers of literary criticism.  Remember, this an Advanced Placement course and is designed to prepare you to fulfill the requirements of most college Introduction to Literature 101 courses and to successfully complete the AP Literature and Composition exam.
Expectations

Since this is an Advanced Placement course, expectations for you are very high.  You will be required to do quite a bit of work outside of the classroom.  Plan on having homework every night, and that homework will be around an hour in length.  Also, on average you will have at least one practice essay in class every week in order to prepare you for the AP exam in May.
You will be expected to do all of the reading outside of class unless otherwise specified.  There will be multiple independent novels to read in the first semester in addition to nightly reading.  Make sure you complete your homework on time and are keeping up with all of your work.

With regards to writing, you will be writing between 25 and 30 essays throughout the year.  Many will be Group Essays.  Your essays will be stored in a folder with your name on it in the classroom to be used at the end of the year as a reflection upon your writing improvement.  Essays will be graded and returned to you in a timely manner.  Students have one week to turn in revisions for half of the points earned.  For example: 80 becomes 90, 90 becomes 95, etc.  (Note: there is a difference between a correction and a revision.)  Students with a C or lower must turn in a revision or they will have a mark of zero averaged in with their original grade.  I believe that revisions are as important as the original essay and are necessary to grow as writers.
Professionalism

Your knowledge, ideas, creativity, and cooperation are essential for the success of your learning and the success of other students’ learning in this class.  Therefore, coming to class on time with materials in hand and homework done, actively listening to the teacher and fellow classmates, participating in discussions, and demonstrating respect for self and others will make this class a fun and engaging learning atmosphere.

Materials

· A 3-ring binder (2” minimum)

· Lined writing paper/notebook

· A blue or black pen (no pencils!)
· Planner/calendar
Grading

Grading will be based on a cumulative point system.  Assignments, tests, quizzes (announced and unannounced), timed essays, poetry presentations, literary projects, practice multiple-choice exams, in-class discussions, and blog discussions will vary in points according to length and difficulty.   For  more immediate and comprehensive break-down of the assignments and grading, please access your Zangle account frequently. 

As recommended by the College Board, the grading for AP Literature & Composition will adhere to this scale:

93-100 A

83-92 B
73-82 C

63-72 D

62 or below
E

Assignments

All assignments must have your full name, date, and hour at the top right hand corner of the page, and have straight edges (not ripped out of a notebook).  Unless specified, all assignments are due at the beginning of class.  They will not be collected, and failure to place them in the assigned drawer at the start of class will constitute a late assignment.  Papers turned in one day late will receive 60% of the deserved grade.  I will not accept papers more than one day late.  Essays and projects worth more than fifty points will be docked 10% of the deserved grade for every day they are late.  Please be advised that longstanding projects (those that are assigned at least one week in advance) are due on the date given, despite absences throughout the week.

Absences

If you have an excused absence from school, you will be responsible for getting the missed assignments on your first day back to school.  You can obtain handouts from the appropriate slot in the stacked trays and all explanations from a classmate or from me.  I suggest you establish a “homework buddy” from whom you can obtain notes and other in-class work that you might have missed so you don’t fall too far behind after an absence.  For routine assignments, you will have two days per day missed (up to one week) to complete the assignments.  Please write “absent” and the date or dates of your absence on the top of your assignment when turning it in so I don’t mark you absent and deduct points.  If you know you will be absent on the day of a test or quiz, please meet with me beforehand so that we can make alternate arrangements.  Tests and quizzes may be made up before or after school, never during class. If it is an unplanned absence, it is your responsibility to contact me when you return to schedule a make-up date.

Please be advised that you may not receive credit for assignments and tests missed during an unexcused absence.  Also note that if you are more than five minutes tardy to class, you will be marked down as an unexcused absence, even if you are present for the rest of the class.  Please be aware that nine tardies and/or absences will jeopardize your placement in the class, and you may lose credit for the semester.

Extra Credit

Extra Credit will be accepted for entering approved writing contests – students should do this as there are great awards and monetary prizes to win.  Contests may be found through various online sources as well as shall be posted by the instructor.  All contests must have prior approval of the instructor in order to be considered for extra credit.  Regrettably, poetry.com contests are not acceptable. 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism is borrowing words, phrases, or ideas from someone without acknowledgement.  We will be using the online plagiarism site turnitin.com frequently, and this checks student work against other students at Hartland High School and also against internet sites.  Plagiarism will result in the loss of credit for the assignment without the ability to make it up, and may also result in disciplinary action.  

Cell phones and Ipods

Hartland High School has a no-tolerance policy with regards to cell phones in the classroom, but ipods in the classroom are up to teacher discretion.  There is a no-tolerance policy with both cell phones and ipods in this classroom.  I do not want to see them or hear them.  If you finish your work early you can work on your homework for that evening, as there will more than likely be homework every day.  Students using ipods and cell phones will have them confiscated and turned into the office for pick-up by the parent.
Classroom Procedures

You may have food and drinks in class, as long as you clean up after yourself.

Bathroom breaks will be permitted the last ten minutes of class and only upon teacher discretion.
Please be aware that passes will only be given under extreme circumstances; complete personal tasks during passing time.

Contact Information

Please feel free to contact me at any time to voice questions or concerns, or just to chat.  You can see me in room 331 or 304 before school, after school, or by appointment.  You can also email either me or call the classroom phone and leave a message.  

Log in to turnitin.com for information about the class.  There you will find an updated calendar for the course as well as necessary handouts in case you are absent.  The class ID’s are 2859034 (5th hour) and 2859038 (6th hour) and the password is Wabel (case sensitive).  
I look forward to getting to know you this year and to making you better readers, writers and thinkers!
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